
 

DESERT WATER AGENCY    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
JANUARY 2, 2019                                                                 REGULAR MEETING AGENDA                                            
 

REGULAR MEETING   8:00 A.M.   OPERATIONS CENTER - 1200 SOUTH GENE AUTRY TRAIL  – PALM SPRINGS – CALIFORNIA 

About Desert Water Agency: 

Desert Water Agency operates independently of any other local government.  Its autonomous elected board members are directly accountable to the people they serve. The Agency is one of the desert’s 
two State Water Contractors and provides water and resource management, including recycling, for a 325-square-mile area of Western Riverside County, encompassing parts of Cathedral City, Desert 
Hot Springs, outlying Riverside County and Palm Springs. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

2. ELECTION OF BOARD OFFICERS                          
                                 

3. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT   KRAUS 
 

4. COMMITTEE REPORTS – A. Executive – December 27, 2018   CIOFFI 
             
5. PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Members of the public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda, but within the jurisdiction of the Agency.  In addition, members of the public may speak on any item listed on the agenda as 
that item comes up for consideration.  Speakers are requested to keep their comments to no more than three (3) minutes.  As provided in the Brown Act, the Board is prohibited from acting on items 
not listed on the agenda.                                                               

      

6. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION   
A. State Water Contractors’ Meeting – December 20, 2018  RIDDELL                                                                      

 

7. OUTREACH & CONSERVATION  PEÑA 
 A. Media Information 
 B. PI Activities 
 C. Customer Newsletter/Year in Review 
 

8. DIRECTORS COMMENTS AND REQUESTS 
 

9. CLOSED SESSION 
   

A.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
   Name of Case: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians vs. Coachella Valley Water District, et al 
 

B.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
   Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
   Name of Case: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians vs. County of Riverside, et al 
 

C. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
   Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
   Name of Case: Mission Springs Water District vs. Desert Water Agency 

 

D. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
    Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
 Name of Case: Albrecht et al vs. County of Riverside 
 

  E. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
      Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
      Name of Case: Abbey et al vs. County of Riverside 
 

F. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXPOSURE TO LITIGATION 
 Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (2) 
 Claim to Compel Elections by Division Pursuant to the California Voting Rights Act 

   

10. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION – REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 

11. ADJOURN 
 

 

Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Any person with 
a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting is asked to contact Desert Water Agency’s Assistant Secretary of the Board, at (760) 323-4971, at least 48 
working hours prior to the meeting to enable the Agency to make reasonable arrangements.  Copies of records provided to Board members which relate to any agenda item to be discussed in open 
session may be obtained from the Agency at the address indicated on the agenda. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 
JANUARY 2, 2019 

 

 
Damaged Fire Hydrant 
 
On December 14, at approximately at 2:00 a.m. stand-by staff responded to a hit fire hydrant on the 
northwest corner of E. San Rafael Dr. and N. Sunrise Way. Staff was able to replace the bolts and 
gasket and place the fire hydrant back in service. The fire hydrant was changed out the next day 
due to its damaged  operating stem. A police report was filed. The water loss was estimated based 
on a fully open 6-inch fire hydrant bury discharging for approximately 25 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Page 2 of 9 

 

 
Stolen Backflow 
 
On December 14, at approximately 3:30 a.m. stand-by staff responded to a stolen backflow at 1201 
Bird Center Dr. The water loss was metered. A police report was filed. Construction staff left a 
message with the property manager and are waiting for a response.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Stolen Backflow 
 
On December 24, at approximately 3:00 a.m. stand-by staff responded to a stolen 1 ½ inch back 
flow at 3591 N. Indian Canyon Dr.  The owner called the Agency the next morning and gave 
authorization to replace the backflow. Construction staff replaced the backflow and placed it back in 
service. The water loss was metered. A police report was filed.  
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2017/2018 Pipeline Replacement Update 
 
The Contractor has completed the installation of pipeline for all areas. Area 3 (Racquet Club Area) 
paving is currently being completed. Area 4 (Michelle Road and Debby Drive) service tie-over work 
was completed on December 26. The City of Palm Springs is scheduled to begin their street 
restoration work in this area after January 1, 2019. 
 

 

 
DWA Laboratory Certification Renewal Update 
 
The Agency’s laboratory has been going through its certification renewal process with the State 
Water Resources Control Board ELAP (Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program) 
department. 
 
In March 2018, a site inspection was performed by an ELAP representative as part of the renewal 
requirements. The inspector found four minor deficiencies that needed to be addressed. 
 
In August 2018, the Agency submitted certification renewal fees to ELAP. 
 
In October 25, 2018, our lab director, Beth Amheiser, retired and our new director, Paul Monroy, 
started work on October 31, 2018. 
 
In mid-November 2018, Paul discovered that our application for certification renewal was never 
received by ELAP. He immediately submitted the application, along with a letter outlining the 
Agency’s action plan to correct the minor issues observed during the site inspection. ELAP received 
the application and action plan on November 27, 2018; however, it requires 3 to 12 months to 
process the application. 
 
With the Agency’s certification expiring on December 7, 2018, Paul asked for an interim certification 
while ELAP processes the Agency’s application. On December 26, 2018, the Agency received an 
approved one-year interim certification notification from ELAP. We were able to utilize CVWD’s 
laboratory and Babcock Laboratories to perform our sample testing during the time between 
December 7 and the interim certification approval. 
 
At this time, ELAP is reviewing our application and the corrective action plan for the minor site 
deficiencies. We are also in the processes of performing proficiency testing for two separate 
samples, as required by the certification renewal procedures. We anticipate having the renewal 
completed and approved by ELAP by March 2019.          
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Reservoir Inspection Update 
 
On December 17, 2018, Southridge No.1 Reservoir was inspected as part of the Agency’s routine 
reservoir inspection program. Overall the coating was in excellent condition with the exception of 
about a dozen rust nodules that were observed. 
 
J. Colon Coating was contacted to perform the minor repairs. On December 20, 2018 a repair crew 
was able to patch the small failures. The reservoir was refilled, isolated, and disinfected and tested 
on December 26 and 27. It is expected to be returned to service on December 28.  
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Desert Water Agency Seasonal Population Calculation Update 
 
After reviewing the Agency’s 2015 UWMP, DWR determined that the seasonal calculation 
used by the Agency did not satisfy the Methodologies for Calculating Baseline and 
Compliance Urban Per Capita Water Use guidelines set by DWR in 2010. The following is 
a draft technical memo that was submitted to DWR for review and, if approved, it will be 
submitted as part of an amended 2015 UWMP to DWR for final approval. 
 
Desert Water Agency Seasonal Population Technical Memo 
 
Summary 
The Palm Springs area is known as a destination for visitors and a place where many have 
second homes. Capturing data on seasonal population figures in our community is a 
challenging task, especially given that our boundaries do not coincide with a specific census-
designated area. Desert Water Agency worked with the Department of Water Resources 
staff to determine a methodology to appropriately account for the seasonal population within 
the agency’s retail water service area. This memorandum details how the seasonal 
population was determined. 
 
Methodology 
Census data provides us with the number of housing units in each Census block. Using 
Desert Water Agency’s boundaries and 2010 Census data we were able to determine that 
in 2010 there were 38,332 housing units within our retail water service area, which includes 
the City of Palm Springs and portions of Cathedral City and unincorporated Riverside 
County. There is also Census data that notes the number of housing units that are for 
seasonal, recreational or occasional use – though this data is not available at the block level. 
Based on the 2010 Census data, 23.4% of the total number of households within Palm 
Springs were seasonal. Using this same percentage for the Cathedral City and 
unincorporated areas, the total number of seasonal homes within the Agency’s service area 
for 2010 was 8,512. In order to determine how many people these seasonal homes account 
for, DWA requested occupancy data from the Greater Palm Springs Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (GPSCVB). The data provided from the GPSCVB showed a 62% occupancy rate in 
Palm Springs from July of 2017 to July of 2018. This figure was used to get an idea of how 
often the seasonal homes are occupied, though water use for those homes is not directly 
tied to occupancy since irrigation is the largest factor in local water consumption. The 
seasonal housing total was then converted to a housing equivalent unit by multiplying the 
seasonal home total by the occupancy rate. 2010 Census data for City of Palm Springs and 
Cathedral City was used to determine the number of persons per household. These values 
were then multiplied by the number of equivalent housing units for an estimation of the 
seasonal population. These findings are displayed in Table A. We repeated this process for 
2000 and 1990 to determine the seasonal populations during those timeframes, which you 
can see in Table B and Table C. In order to determine the estimated 2015 population (since 
it was not a Census year), we plotted the previous baseline and seasonal populations and 
used a trend line for the growth. This exercise resulted in an estimated 52,070 baseline 
population and 11,550 seasonal population for 2015. Both baseline and seasonal 
populations for years 1990 to 2017 are included in Table D. 
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Table A – 2010 Seasonal Population Determination 

 All housing 
units 

Seasonal 
housing units  

Occupancy 
(62%) 

Persons per 
household 
 

Total 
estimated  
seasonal 
population 

DWA in Palm 
Springs 

34,794 
housing 
units 
(from 
Census) 

8,151 
housing units 
(from Census) 
(23.4%) 

5,054 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 
(8,151*62%) 

1.93 people 
(from 
Census) 

9,754 people 
(5,054*1.93) 

DWA in 
Cathedral City 
and 
unincorporated 

3,538 
housing 
units 
(38,332-
34,794) 

828 housing 
units 
(3,538*23.4%) 

513 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 
(828*62%) 

2.99 people  
(from 
Census) 

1,535 people 
(513*2.99) 

All DWA 38,332 
housing 
units 

8,979 
housing units 

5,567 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 

- 11,289 
people 

 
Table B – 2000 Seasonal Population Determination 

 All housing 
units 

Seasonal 
housing units  

Occupancy 
(62%) 

Persons per 
household 
 

Total 
estimated  
seasonal 
population 

DWA in Palm 
Springs 

30,823 
housing 
units 
(from 
Census) 

7,240 
housing units 
(from Census) 
(23.5%) 

4,489 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 
(7,240 
*62%) 

2.05 people 
(from 
Census) 

9,202 people 
(4,489*2.05) 

DWA in 
Cathedral City 
and 
unincorporated 

3,577 
housing 
units 
(30,823-
34,400) 

841 housing 
units 
(3,577*23.5%) 

521 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 
(841*62%) 

3.03 people  
(from 
Census) 

1,579 people 
(521*3.03) 

All DWA 34,400 
housing 
units 

8,081 
housing units 

5,010 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 

- 10,781 
people 
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Table C – 1990 Seasonal Population Determination 

 All housing 
units 

Seasonal 
housing units  

Occupancy 
(62%) 

Persons per 
household 
 

Total 
estimated  
seasonal 
population 

DWA in Palm 
Springs 

30,517 
housing 
units 
(from 
Census) 

8,331 
housing units 
(from Census) 
(27.3%) 

5,165 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 
(8,331*62%) 

2.13 people 
(from 
Census) 

11,001 
people 
(5,165*2.13) 

DWA in 
Cathedral City 
and 
unincorporated 

4,116 
housing 
units 
(34,633-
30,517) 

1,124 
housing units 
(4,116*27.3%) 

697 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 
(1,124*62%) 

2.75 people  
(from 
Census) 

1,917 people 
(697*2.75) 

All DWA 34,633 
housing 
units 

9,455 
housing units 

5,862 
housing 
unit 
equivalents 

- 12,918 
people 
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Table D – Population Determination (1990 – 2017) 

Year Base Population* Seasonal Population* Total 

2017 52,250 11,650 63,900 

2016 52,160 11,600 63,760 

2015 52,070 11,550 63,620 

2014 51,980 11,500 63,480 

2013 51,880 11,440 63,320 

2012 51,790 11,390 63,180 

2011 51,700 11,340 63,040 

2010 51,600 11,290 62,890 

2009 51,520 11,250 62,770 

2008 51,420 11,190 62,610 

2007 51,330 11,140 62,470 

2006 51,240 11,090 62,330 

2005 51,150 11,040 62,190 

2004 51,060 10,990 62,050 

2003 50,960 10,940 61,900 

2002 50,870 10,880 61,750 

2001 50,780 10,830 61,610 

2000 50,690 10,780 61,470 

1999 50,260 10,940 61,200 

1998 49,830 11,160 60,990 

1997 49,400 11,380 60,780 

1996 48,980 11,600 60,580 

1995 48,550 11,820 60,370 

1994 48,120 12,040 60,160 

1993 47,700 12,260 59,960 

1992 47,270 12,480 59,750 

1991 46,840 12,700 59,540 

1990 46,410 12,920 59,330 

*Rounded to nearest ten 
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General Manager’s Meetings and Activities 
 
Meetings: 
 

12/27/18 Executive Committee Meeting DWA 
01/02/19 Bi-Monthly DWA Board Meeting DWA 

 
Activities: 

1) SWP – CWF Voluntary Settlement Agreement Framework 
2) SWP Contract Extension Amendment 
3) Well 20 Re-habilitation 
4) DWA Pilot Remote Meter Reading Fixed Network 
5) MSWD PRA For Financial Records 
6) Water Leak At Palm Springs Mall 
7) Customer Complaint Regarding Shut-Off Notice Verbiage and Policy. 
8) Outreach Talking Points – KESQ 
9) Whitewater Hydro – Automatic Re-start 
10) State and Federal Contractors Water Authority and Delta Specific Project Committee 

(Standing) 
11) Security Camera Software Upgrade for all facilities 
12) Cal OSHA Violation Appeal 
13) DWA Laboratory ELAP Certification 
14) Whitewater River Surface Water Recharge 
15) ACBCI Section 14 Facilities & Easements 
16)  Lake Oroville Spillway Damage 
17)  Replacement Pipelines 2018-2019 
18)  CWF – Finance JPA Committee 
19)  DWA/CVWD/MWD Operations Coordination/Article 21/Pool A/Pool B/Yuba Water 
20)  DWA/CVWD/MWD Agreements Meeting Number 7 
21)  SWP 2018 Water Supply 
22)  ACBCI Lawsuits 
23)  Lake Perris Dam Remediation 
24)  Section 14 Pipeline Easements 
25)  DOI Regulation 
26) Whitewater Hydro Operations Coordination with Recharge Basin O&M 
27)  SGMA Tribal Stakeholder Meetings 
28)  Whitewater Spreading Basins – BLM Permits 
29)  Lake Perris Dam Seepage Recovery Project Participation 
30)  Cal Waterfix Cost Allocation 
31)  DWA Surface Water Filtration Feasibility Study 
32)  MCSB Delivery Updates 
33)  Well 6 Meaders Cleaners RWQB Meetings 
34)  SGMA – Indio Subbasin Classification 
35)  SGMA – San Gorgonio Pass Subbasin 
36)  Snow Creek Surface Water Filtration Design 
37)  UWMP Population Calculation Update 
38)  RWQCB Update to the SNMP 
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Minutes 
Executive Committee Meeting 

December 27, 2018 
   

 
Directors Present: Jim Cioffi, Joe Stuart     
Staff Present: Mark Krause, Steve Johnson 
 
1. Discussion Items 

 
A. Review Agenda for January 2, 2019 Regular Board Meeting 

The proposed agenda for the January 2, 2019 meeting was reviewed. 

 
2.  Other - None 
     

 3. Adjourn 
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BEST  BEST  &  KRIEGER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

December 27, 2018 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: GENERAL MANAGER AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF DESERT WATER AGENCY 

FROM: BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP 

RE: DECEMBER 20, 2018 MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

STATE WATER CONTRACTORS, INC. 

The December 20, 2018 meeting of the Board of Directors of the State Water 

Contractors (SWC), was conducted at the Tsakopoulos Library Galleria in downtown 

Sacramento. 

1. Closed Session.  The meeting began with a closed session discussion of 

pending litigation involving an action to validate the extension of the Water Supply Contracts 

between the Contractors and DWR.  The closed session also included a discussion of three 

anticipated litigation items.  A discussion of these items should not be shared in a memo made 

available to the public, as it includes discussion of litigation strategies and assessment of legal 

position. 

2. Action Items.  The Board of Directors approved a number of action items: 

 SWC Sick Leave Policy.  The Board approved a revision to SWC’s sick 

leave policy.  Under these amendments, sick leave that accrued before December 31, 2018 can 

be cashed out upon retirement.  Future sick leave will continue to accrue but unused leave may 

only be used to acquire service time from CalPERS. 

 Prop. 1 Funding.  The Board authorized staff to act as the “applicant” for a 

Proposition 1-funded project.  This project involves work by Cramer Fish Sciences to conduct a 

study on the relationship of fish behavior, mortality and entrainment relative to State Water 

Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) operations.  DWR had been the initial applicant 

but was unable to continue doing so due to state contracting requirements.  SWC will now 

6-A 
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BEST  BEST  &  KRIEGER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

receive the Prop. 1 grant and administer the Cramer agreement.  The amount of the grant is 

$1,349,309. 

 San Luis Transmission Project.  The Board approved recommending to 

DWR that it participate in the San Luis Transmission Project (SLTP) at a 50 MW initial level, 

subject to further determination as the SLTP develops.  The US Bureau of Reclamation is 

working with a private energy developer to develop and market the 600 MW SLTP.  This project 

will serve the Bureau’s and DWR’s joint use facilities at San Luis.  The private energy developer 

has proposed that SWP participate in the project at 200 MW for a fixed annual fee of $9 million 

plus operations and maintenance charges starting at $200,000.  After thirty years, SWP would 

only be responsible for its share of operations and maintenance charges.  The alternative to not 

participating is that CAISO is expected to charge SWP $7,425,000 for annual power charges.  

This amount would increase annually.  Participating in the SLTP avoids these CAISO charges.  

This is just the first step in the process and will result in the development of a non-binding 

memorandum of understanding between DWR and the Bureau. 

 Budget Committee.  The Board appointed Chairman Steve Arakawa, 

Curtis Creel and Douglas Headrick as its FY 2018-19 Budget Committee. 

 Dry Year Water Transfer Program.  The Board authorized staff to develop 

and implement a Dry Year Water Transfer Program for 2019.  Interested SWC agencies would 

be able to participate in the program. 

3. Water Operations Report.  Molly White from DWR provided a report on 

SWP water operations.  With the exception of Tulare Basin, precipitation levels are below 

average for this time of year.  Specifically, the San Joaquin area is at 86% of average and the 

Northern Sierras are at 73%.  That being said, the Northern Sierras saw significant rain recently, 

and DWR anticipates seeing greater inflows in the future.  The area appears saturated, which 

should lead to greater inflows to Oroville and similar lakes from future storms. 

For storage, reservoir levels are at or above their historical averages for this time of year.  

This continues the trend seen earlier this year.  For example, San Luis Reservoir is at 67% 

capacity (103% of its historical average for this time of year).  This is consistent with Central 
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BEST  BEST  &  KRIEGER 
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Valley Project facilities.  For example, Don Pedro Reservoir is at 70% capacity (107% of its 

historical average).  One notable exception is Lake Oroville.  It is at 29% capacity, which is only 

47% of its historical average.  However, as noted above, DWR expects to see greater inflows to 

Oroville from future storms. 

4. Water Quality Report.  Tanya Veldhuizen from DWR provided an 

overview of current water quality conditions.  There were no major concerns or noteworthy 

items. 

5. General Manager’s Report.   

General Manager Jennifer Pierre provided an update on various matters.  Of note, 

Ms. Pierre reported that the Board will be convening its annual workshop shortly to develop 

objectives.  In addition, the DWR Chief Financial Manager position has been listed.  SWC 

member agencies are encouraged to let qualified candidates know.  Lastly, staff has completed 

the transfer of the last remaining SFWCA agreements to SWC.   

6. Science Objectives Update.   

Darcy Austin provided a presentation on SWC’s science program and its 2019 

priorities.  Ms. Austin noted the importance of distinguishing between a science program and 

science-based advocacy.  While the latter focuses on furthering and protecting SWC’s interests, 

the former must be objective.  If SWC science is not considered objective, it has little to no 

value.  Ms. Austin then discussed the mechanics of the science program.  One point of emphasis 

was ensuring that SWC-funded studies are published.  This is important as publication is a 

“currency” of science.  

Ms. Austin then outlined her initial short-term, mid-term and long-term goals for 

the science program.  This resulted in a robust discussion with attendees regarding what the goal 

of the program should be and how its success could be measured.  Multiple metrics for 

determining success were identified, including the number of times studies were published and 

evaluating the program regularly to confirm that it was asking (and helping to answer) questions 

that would have direct impacts on SWP operations and the Delta. 



 

 
- 4 - 

01358.00002\31709339.1  

BEST  BEST  &  KRIEGER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

Ms. Austin’s presentation ended with a discussion of funding priorities for the 

science program and the importance of coordination within SWC and across other stakeholders.  

Funding priorities are expected to remain effects of SWP operations, water quality and 

contaminants, habitat, science innovation and consultant service advisors.  Funding levels are 

expected to remain at $2 million annually. 

JOSH NELSON 



Agenda Item 5 
 

STATE WATER CONTRACTORS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BOARD ACTIONS 
DRAFT 

DECEMBER 20, 2018 
 
 
 
1. Adopt a resolution to amend the SWC Sick Leave Policy as it relates to unused sick leave.   
 
2. Authorize SWC to accept $1,349,309 in Proposition 1 funding from CDFW and enter into a 

contract with Cramer Fish Sciences in the amount of $1,349,309 for a study on the relationship 
of fish behavior, mortality and entrainment relative to operations of the CVP and SWP export 
and fish salvage facilities.  

 
3. Authorize the State Water Contractors General Manager to recommend DWR participate in 

the San Luis Transmission Project (SLTP) at a 50 MW (consistent with the current SWC and 
DWR joint Business Case) and continue collaboration with DWR to determine the ultimate 
level of participation. 



Agenda Item 5-2 

REVISED 
BOARD ACTION REQUEST 

State Water Contractors 
Board of Directors 
December 20, 2018 

 
 

Proposition 1 Contract with Cramer Fish Sciences  
 
 

Requested Action:  Authorize State Water Contractors to accept $1,349,309 in Proposition 
1 funding from CDFW and enter into a contract with Cramer Fish Sciences (Cramer) in 
the amount of $1,349,309 for a study on the relationship of fish behavior, mortality and 
entrainment relative to operations of the CVP and SWP export and fish salvage facilities. 
This agreement will not require any SWC funding, but will require staff time for contract 
management and invoice processing. 
 

Background: Staff is seeking SWC Board approval to accept the role of “applicant” for a CDFW 
Proposition 1 funded project, and to authorize the SWC General Manager to sign a letter certifying 
SWC’s commitment to the project and deliverables. This study (Interior Delta Exports Effects 
Study) was awarded to Cramer in 2017 with DWR as the applicant. Eventually DWR determined 
that they could not serve as the applicant, but that they would still be able to provide in-kind 
services for the project. Because this project is of high importance for the science community, 
CDFW approached SWC staff about serving the role as applicant.  
 
The Study: Cramer proposes to conduct a scientific study with the goal of quantifying the effects 
of water export operations on movement patterns, predation losses, and entrainment of juvenile 
salmonids. This will be accomplished by targeting data gaps related to export operation effects on 
juvenile salmonids. The CAMT Salmon Scoping Team and a NMFS Biological Opinion have both 
identified data gaps in our understanding of salmonid survival and south Delta hydrodynamics as 
controlled by water operations. This study was developed to fill these specific information gaps to 
update salmonid loss models, optimize survival for salmonids near the salvage facilities, and 
support water reliability through enhanced coordinated operations. The proposed work evaluates 
the link between water project operations and fisheries impacts. The data provided by this study 
will populate water project operation decision support tools which are consistent with scientific 
priorities identified by CAMT.  
 
Cost share of $100,000 was contributed by SFCWA, and SWC, Metropolitan, USBR, and DWR 
will provide in-kind services. Staff recommends approval to enter into an agreement with CDFW 
and to contract with Cramer. 



  Agenda Item 5-3 

BOARD ACTION REQUEST 
State Water Contractors 

Board of Directors 
December 20, 2018 

 

 

State Water Project Participation in San Luis Transmission Project 

 
Requested Action:  Authorize the State Water Contractors General Manager to recommend 
DWR participate in the San Luis Transmission Project (SLTP) at a 50 MW (consistent with 
the current SWC and DWR joint Business Case) and continue collaboration with DWR to 
determine the ultimate level of participation. 
 

Background:  The United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) has requested the Western Area 
Power Administration (WAPA) develop, construct, own and operate the 600 megawatt (MW) SLTP 
to serve the USRB and DWR San Luis Joint-Use Facilities (JUF). A federal appropriation is not 
available to fund the project, so USBR has partnered with Duke America Transmission Company 
(DATC), to market and finance the project. SLTP is projected to be operational in late 2022 or early 
2023. 
 
DATC has proposed SWP participate in the transmission project at 200 MW for a fixed annual fee of 
$9,000,000 plus escalating O&M charges starting at $200,000. After 30 years the SWP will continue 
to have rights to SLTP at only the cost of O&M. Alternatively, under the status quo CAISO is expected 
to charge DWR and, in turn, the SWP customers $7,425,000 for transmission service to the JUF in 
2022. Thereafter CAISO transmission charges are projected to rise at historical rates before tapering 
off after 2030.  
 
To avoid paying transmission charges to both CAISO and SLTP (pancaked rates), power will need to 
be delivered to the JUF over the SLTP. DWR and SWC have identified power supplies that avoid 
pancaked transmission charges that justify a level of participation in SLTP, but below 200 MW. That 
has been communicated to USBR and DATC by DWR.  
 
Implementing this recommendation is expected to lead to negotiating a non-binding Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with USBR and its marketing agent DATC. The MOU will be followed with 
negotiations of definitive contracts and continued due diligence of power supplies that deliver over 
SLTP.  
 
In the course of these negotiations DWR and SWC will obtain additional insight into assumptions and 
uncertainties that may increase (or decrease) the level of participation. To determine the level of 
participation and complete the joint Business Cases, SWC will continue to collaborate with DWR 
during the negotiation and due diligence phase.  
 
The SWC Board Energy Steering Committee will oversee this phase of the project development and 
remain in close consultation with DWR. The Board will be informed throughout this phase as well.  
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Ending At Midnight - December 26, 2018

Graph Updated 12/27/2018 07:18 AM

LEGEND

Capacity
(TAF)

% of Capacity |% of Historical
Average

Historical

Average

Trinity Lake
60% | 89%

Lake Shasta
50% | 80%

Lake Oroville
29% | 47%

Folsom Lake
32% | 66%

New Melones Lake
74% | 130%

Don Pedro Reservoir
70% | 107%

Lake McClure
55% | 125%

San Luis Reservoir
71% | 106%

Millerton Lake
57% | 113%

Lake Perris
87% | 110%

Castaic Lake
79% | 100%

Pine Flat Reservoir
31% | 77%



7-A 
DESERT WATER AGENCY 

MEDIA INFORMATION 
NOVEMBER 2018 

 

DATE  
PACKET 

PAGE  MEDIA SOURCE  ARTICLE 

       

11/29/18  1-2  THE DESERT SUN  Imperial Valley Judge Warns Fight Over 
Water Rights Could Head To congress Or 
The U.S. Supreme Court 

       
11/29/18  3-4  THE DESERT SUN  Judge: Water Fight Could Go Higher 

       
12/05/18  5-6  THE DESERT SUN  Lawsuit Claims CVWD Taxes Illegally 

       
12/10/18  7-8  PRESS ENTERPRISE  Drought California, Other States To Miss 

Deadline For Colorado River Plan 
       

12/11/18  9-11  THE DESERT SUN  IID Oks Drought Measure 
       

12/11/18  12-13  LOS ANGELES TIMES  Heavy Snow Raises Hopes For State’s 
Water Supply 

       
12/12/18  14-15  LOS ANGELES TIMES  Southland Agency Oks Water Plan In 

Event Of Shortage 
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7-B 
DESERT WATER AGENCY 

 

OUTREACH & CONSERVATION 

ACTIVITIES 
 

December 2018 
Activities: 

   
DATE  ACTIVITY   

 12/06  Xochitl Peña was on a live segment with KESQ regarding the health and conservation 
benefits of using tap water. 

 12/08  Vicki Petek staffed a table and provided water and information at the Palm Springs 
Farmer’s Market. 

 12/12  Vicki Petek completed 2 turf buy back post inspections. 

 
12/13  Xochitl Peña was on a live segment with KESQ regarding holiday cooking and the 

importance of keeping fats, oil and grease out of the drain.  
 

12/19  Xochitl Peña attended and DWA hosted the monthly Coachella Valley Water Counts 
meeting of all valley water agencies.  

 
12/20  Xochitl Peña was on a live segment with KESQ regarding DWA at the Santa Paws 5K 

run/walk benefitting Guide Dogs of the Desert. 
 12/21  Xochitl Peña was interviewed on the Joey English radio show and talked about DWA 

conservation efforts and rebate programs.  
 

12/22  Xochitl Peña staffed a table and DWA provided the water trailer, water coolers, cups 
and bottles for Santa Paws 5K run/walk. 

 
12/27  Xochitl Peña was on a live segment with KESQ regarding conservation efforts and 

rebate programs. 
 

 

Public Information Releases/eBlasts/Customer notifications:     

  
December 11:  We informed customers about a hit fire hydrant at North Indian Canyon and Via Escuela 

  and let them know DWA crews were on scene - Nextdoor.  
 
 

 
 
Upcoming Events 

 
January 5, 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – DWA at Palm Springs Farmer’s Market @ Palm Springs Cultural 
Center (Camelot Theatre) parking lot. 
 
 
 

January 26, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  – DWA water trailer and Outreach & Conservation team members at 
Palm Springs Health Run & Fitness Expo at Ruth Hardy Park. 
 
 
 



DWA main site

All Web Site Data GO TO REPORT

Language Users % Users

1. en-us 2,879 93.17%

2. en-ca 55 1.78%

3. en-gb 37 1.20%

4. en 18 0.58%

5. pt-br 15 0.49%

6. zh-cn 8 0.26%

7. ko 7 0.23%

8. fr-fr 6 0.19%

9. es-419 5 0.16%

10. es-xl 5 0.16%

Audience Overview

Dec 1, 2018 - Dec 27, 2018

Overview

 Users

… Dec 8 Dec 15 Dec 22

150150150

300300300

Users

3,090
New Users

2,493
Sessions

3,905

Number of Sessions per User

1.26
Pageviews

8,083
Pages / Session

2.07

Avg. Session Duration

00:01:34
Bounce Rate

48.83%

New Visitor Returning Visitor

25.4%

74.6%

© 2018 Google

All Users
100.00% Users

https://analytics.google.com/analytics/web/?utm_medium=et&utm_campaign=marketingplatform.google.com%2Fabout%2Fanalytics%2F&utm_source=pdfReportLink#/report/visitors-overview/a90622633w134355996p138504838/_u.date00=20181201&_u.date01=20181227


 

Desert Water Agency Facebook Analytics December 2018 

 

 

 

 

 



Facebook Analytics continued 

 

 

 

 

 



Facebook Analytics continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Instagram December 2018 

 

                          14 likes                                                 11 likes                                   35 likes, 3 comments  

                            11 likes                                    20 likes, 2 comments                     56 likes, 3 comments 

                  37 likes, 1 comment                               12 likes                                           23 likes 

      



 



Desert Water Agency Twitter Analytics December 2018  

 

 



WINTER 2019

Return of the butterflies Year in Review
The second annual Butterfly Block Party featuring fun for the entire family, re-
turns on March 9. The event takes place outside our main office on Gene Autry 
Trail in our public pollinator garden and includes live music, children’s activities, 
garden tours, snacks, refreshments and the perfect spot for a selfie. 

Go behind the scene with dwa
Desert Water Agency is offering its next tour in late February. The behind-the-
scenes tour is open to the public and provides an up close and educational 
journey into water delivery and management in the desert.  The tour kicks off at 
our main facility on Gene Autry Trail and includes stops at various facilities where 

• Snow Creek Hydroelectric Plant
near Snow Creek village

• A groundwater well site
• Two solar fields
• Water recycling plant

The pollinator garden was planted 
by members of the Palm Springs 
High School Garden Club and at-
tracts butterflies and bees. 
The wall art features vibrant 
butterflies and flowers and a 
welcoming doorway that gives way 
to the San Jacinto Mountains. It was 
designed by two Palm Springs  High 
School students and brought to life 
by the PSHS art department. 
The event is open to the public 
and sure to be just as fun and 
memorable as last year’s was. For 
more details, check our website at 
dwa.org closer to the date.  Hope to 
see you there! 

Tour stops may include:

Happy 2019!  We’d like to thank our 
customers for their conservation efforts. 
We live in a desert and conservation is a 
way of life here. The new year gives us an 
opportunity to reflect over the past year 
and see just how much the community  
has taken advantage of DWA’s various 
conservation opportunities. 
These measures and many others are 
important in helping the agency reach its 
conservation goals. 
Here’s a rebate recap: 
• Grass to desert landscape:

Residential and commercial 
customers have transformed 112,866 
square feet of grass to water efficient 
landscape over the past year. For 
residential turf removal we offer $1 
per square foot for visible areas with 
a maximum of $1,500. For HOA and 
commercial property turf removal 
we offer $2 per square foot with a 
maximum rebate of $40,000. 

• Smart controllers: Our customers
have installed 121 weather-
based irrigation controllers. We 
provide residents up to $150 for 
eligible devices and up to $100 for 
professional installation.  For HOA’s 
and commercial we offer up to $2,500 
for devices and up to $750 for install.   

• Efficient nozzles: Our customers
have installed 952 precision nozzles 
or fixed bubbler heads. We provide 
$5 per nozzle plus up to $2 for 
professional installation.  

• Toilets: Our customers have installed
490 high efficiency models that use 
1.28 gallons per flush or less. We 
offer $100 per toilet with a limit of 
two toilets for homes and 100 for 
businesses. 

Limited funding is still available. If 
you’d like to do your part in helping 
preserve our precious resource, check 
out our rebate offerings at www.dwa.org/
rebates and apply soon. 

experts explain how each facility 
operates. If you’re interested, get 
on our tour interest list at www.
dwa.org/tours or send a request to 
vicki@dwa.org. 

Tour participants at the DWA recycling plant on Gene Autry Trail. 

Community members gather during the inaugural Butterfly Block Party. 

7-C



WINTER 2019

Find us on instagram!

FAQ 
Why does my water 
smell like chlorine?

We are lucky to have a high-quality 
groundwater basin. The slight 
chlorine we add is to help disinfect 
the pipeline system. What helps 
eliminate any odor or taste of 
chlorine is putting the water in the 
refrigerator for a few minutes and 
letting it chill before you drink.

Yearning for some learning? apply now

Here’s the schedule of classes:
•	 Jan. 29 – Welcome, water 

conservation in the Coachella Valley
•	 Feb. 5 – Water quality, groundwater 

and long term sustainability
•	 Feb. 12 – Imported water supplies, 

agriculture and water-efficiency
•	 Feb. 19 – Golf & recycled water, 

economics of water rates
•	 Feb. 23 – Valleywide water 

infrastructure tour and graduation 
ceremony

To apply  go to cvwatercounts.com/
academy/. 

Contact information

For more information, please contact: DWA 
Outreach & Conservation Manager Ashley 
Metzger at 760-323-4971 ext. 184, or Ashley@
dwa.org. For more information on DWA’s con-
servation programs, please visit: www.dwa.org/
rebates.

Community representatives 
on board of directors

•	 James Cioffi
•	 Joseph K. Stuart
•	 Kristin Bloomer
•	 Patricia G. Oygar
•	 Craig Ewing

Want to know more about 
what we’re doing?
The public is always welcome at our board 
meetings on the first and third Tuesday of every 
month, beginning at 8 a.m., at Desert Water 
Agency, 1200 S. Gene Autry Trail, Palm Springs. 
To see an up-to-date schedule of all our meet-
ings, please visit our website: www.dwa.org.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED STOCK

Desert Water Agency and its CV Water Counts partners will host their annual Water Counts Academy 
starting Jan. 29. The program welcomes anyone interested in learning about water conservation, 
sustainability and infrastructure. The academy is held at UCR-Palm Desert over the course of four 
weeks. It concludes on Feb. 23 with a tour that features Desert Water Agency facilities and a graduation 
ceremony.  DWA General Manager Mark Krause will be presenting on State Water Project supplies 
during the Feb. 12 class. There is no tuition or fee to participate. Food and refreshments will be 
provided.  Last year the program received 80 applications for 35 spots. This year about 40 spots will be 
available. Program completion requires students attend the four evening classes from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
and the Saturday tour from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Community Events 
DWA is plugged into various events. 
Here’s how our winter is shaping up:
•	 Jan. 5 - Farmers Market, Palm 

Springs Cultural Center
•	 Jan. 26 - Palm Springs Health 

Run & Expo, Ruth Hardy Park
•	 Feb. 13 & 14 - PSUSD science fair
•	 Late February - DWA tour
•	 March 9 - Butterfly Block Party
•	 March 23 - One-PS Annual      

Picnic, Ruth Hardy Park.  

If you’ve been to the Palm Springs 
International Airport and washed your 
hands lately, you’ve probably noticed 
these new signs posted above the sink.  
It’s one way we help spread the word 
about conversation. After all, we do live 
in a desert and “saving water is our way 
of life.”

helpful sink signage

CV Water Counts Academy graduating class of 2018. 

A new filtration system will be installed 
this year at Snow Creek so the Agency can 
continue to deliver clean, quality water 
to customers in Snow Creek Village. The 
agency has proposed $2.3 million in the 
2018/19 budget for the filtration system. 
The system will also incorporate water 
from Falls Creek where it meets up with 
Snow Creek and allow DWA to capture 
more acre feet per year of creek water.

Filtration Plant planned for Snow Creek
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