
 

 

 

DESERT WATER AGENCY    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OCTOBER 3, 2017                                                                 REGULAR MEETING AGENDA                                            

 

   REGULAR MEETING   8:00 A.M.   OPERATIONS CENTER - 1200 SOUTH GENE AUTRY TRAIL  – PALM SPRINGS – CALIFORNIA 

About Desert Water Agency: 

Desert Water Agency operates independently of any other local government.  Its autonomous elected board members are directly accountable to the people they serve. The Agency is one of the desert’s 
two State Water Contractors and provides water and resource management, including recycling, for a 325-square-mile area of Western Riverside County, encompassing parts of Cathedral City, Desert 
Hot Springs, outlying Riverside County and Palm Springs. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  September 19, 2017  CIOFFI  
                                                       

3. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT   KRAUSE 
 

4. COMMITTEE REPORTS –   Conservation & Public Affairs – September 26, 2017  CIOFFI                     
  

5. PUBLIC INPUT:  
Members of the public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda, but within the jurisdiction of the Agency.  In addition, members of the public 
may speak on any item listed on the agenda as that item comes up for consideration.  Speakers are requested to keep their comments to no more than 
three (3) minutes.  As provided in the Brown Act, the Board is prohibited from acting on items not listed on the agenda.                                                            

  

6. ITEMS FOR ACTION   
A. Request Adoption of Resolution No. 1172 Supporting Cal WaterFix Project  KRAUSE 
B. Request Authorization for Attendance/NWRA Groundwater Task Force Meeting  KRAUSE  

 

7. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
A. State Water Contractors’ Meeting – September 21, 2017  RIDDELL 
B. Director’s Report on CSDA Conference Attendance  BLOOMER 

  

8. OUTREACH & CONSERVATION  METZGER 
 A. Media Information 
 

 B. Activities 
 

9. DIRECTORS COMMENTS AND REQUESTS 
 

10. CLOSED SESSION 
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
     Name of Case: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians vs. Coachella Valley Water District, et al 
 

B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
    Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
    Name of Case: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians vs. County of Riverside, et al 
 

C. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION   
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
  Name of Case: Mission Springs Water District vs. Desert Water Agency 

  

11. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION – REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 

12. ADJOURN 
 
 

 

Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Any person with 
a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting is asked to contact Desert Water Agency’s Executive Secretary, at (760)  323-4971, at least 48 working hours 
prior to the meeting to enable the Agency to make reasonable arrangements.  Copies of records provided to Board members which relate to any agenda item to be discussed in open session may be 
obtained from the Agency at the address indicated on the agenda. 
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MINUTES 
OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE 
DESERT WATER AGENCY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

September 19, 2017 
 

DWA Board: James Cioffi, President  ) 
 Joseph K. Stuart, Vice President   )         
 Kristin Bloomer, Secretary-Treasurer ) 
 Patricia G. Oygar, Director ) 
 Craig A. Ewing, Director ) 
   
DWA Staff: Mark S. Krause, General Manager ) 
 Steve Johnson, Asst. General Manager ) 
 Martin S. Krieger, Finance Director ) 
 Sylvia Baca, Asst. Secretary of the Board ) 
 Irene Gaudinez, Human Resources Mgr. ) 
 Ashley Metzger, Outreach & Conserv. Mgr. ) 
 Cheyanne Wiegenstein, Staff Engineer ) 
    
Consultant: Michael T. Riddell, Best Best & Krieger ) 
    
Public: David Freedman, P.S. Sustainability Comm. ) 
    

Attendance 

17917.  President Cioffi opened the meeting at 8:00 a.m. and asked 
everyone to join Director Ewing in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
17918.   President Cioffi called upon General Manager Krause to 
introduce the new employee. 
 
  Mr. Krause introduced newly hired employee Cheyanne 
Wiegenstein (Staff Engineer), Engineering department. 
 
17919.  President Cioffi called for approval of the September 5, 2017 
Regular Board meeting minutes.  
 
  Vice President Stuart moved for approval. After a second by 
Secretary-Treasurer Bloomer, the minutes were approved as written 
(Directors Oygar and Ewing abstained due to their absence).  
 
17920.  President Cioffi called upon General Manager Krause to 
provide an update on Agency operations. 
 
  Mr. Krause stated the Agency’s new late fee was implemented 
on July 1, 2017. After 30 days, late fees began being assessed starting on 
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August 1, 2017. There have been 2,391 fees collected ($59,775) and 139 fees 
reversed ($3,475). He noted that there are currently 3,678 out of 22,825 
Agency accounts that have signed up for e-billing (16%). Over 25,000 e-bills 
have been sent out since July 2016. The Agency has added the ability for 
customers to sign up for auto-pay, with 1,154 accounts signed up through 
myDWA. This accounts for a 10% increase of auto-pay customers. There 
have been between 40-50 customers signing up each week. Single payment 
through the Automated Clearing House (ACH) will be available by the end 
of this month. 
 
  Mr. Krause announced the facilities tour will be held on 
November 1, 2017 from 8:00 a.m. - noon. Interested Board members should 
contact Outreach & Conservation Manager Metzger. 
 
  Mr. Krause provided a report for the Facilities & Safety 
department: 1) SCBA training; 2) DWA monument on Dinah Shore entrance 
is partially repaired; 3) Landscaping damage due to recent storm; and 4) 
Inoperable vehicle found on property adjacent to the Operations Center. 
 
  Continuing his report, Mr. Krause announced that on 
September 14, United Way of the Desert held its Kick Off luncheon and 
Awards ceremony. For the 7th year in a row, DWA received the Platinum 
Award. New this year were awards for businesses based on its size. DWA 
won 1) Best participation-medium business, 2) Best per capita-medium 
business, and 3) Best overall raised-medium business.  
 
  Mr. Krause stated that staff is proposing modifications to the 
Operations Center landscape in the areas that were previously grass. Removal 
of the existing thatch and installing 3/4" Indian Red gravel is proposed. 
 
  Mr. Krause reported that water deliveries to the Mission Creek 
Recharge basins began this week. We anticipate delivering approximately 
5,000 acre-feet to the Mission Creek and Garnet Hill subbasins before the 
end of the year. This delivery schedule was determined using the draft 
implementation procedures. The procedures will be reviewed and discussed 
at the next quarterly General Manager’s meeting scheduled for September 
26, 2017. 
 
  Mr. Krause stated that the flash floods that occurred on 
September 9 caused major damage to the access road to the Araby reservoir. 
The booster building experienced minor water intrusion. Crews removed 
mud that blocked the entrance door, but no equipment or water mains were 
damaged. 
       
  Concluding his report, Mr. Krause noted the current system 
leak data, and meetings and activities he participated in during the past 
several weeks. 
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17921.  President Cioffi noted the minutes for the September 12, 2017 
Executive Committee were provided in the Board’s packet. 
   
17922.  President Cioffi opened the meeting for public input. 
   
  There being no one from the public wishing to address the 
Board, President Cioffi closed the public comment period.  
 
17923.  President Cioffi called upon Secretary-Treasurer Bloomer to 
provide an overview of financial activities for the months of July and August 
2017. 
 
  Secretary-Treasurer Bloomer reported that the Operating Fund 
received $2,561,683 in Water Sales Revenue, $181,477 in Reclamation Sales 
Revenue and $63,733 in Work Order deposits. $3,258,054 was paid out in 
Accounts Payable. There were 22,443 active services as of July 31, compared 
to 22,456 as of June 30. 
 
  Reporting on the General Fund, Ms. Bloomer stated that 
$479,967 was received in Property Tax Revenue, $59,031 in Groundwater 
Assessments from private pumpers and $67,141 in Whitewater Hydro power 
sales for June 2017. $3,421,913 was paid out in State Water Project 
payments. 
 
  Reporting on the Wastewater Fund, Ms. Bloomer stated that 
$30,219 was received in Sewer Capacity fees. There are a total of 53 contracts 
(46 Cathedral City Cove/7 Dream Homes). There were two contracts paid in 
full, with total delinquents of 22 contracts (42%). 
 
  Secretary-Treasurer Bloomer reported that $3,019,126 was 
received in Water Sales revenue and $171,796 in Reclamation Sales revenue. 
Included in the Accounts Receivable-Other category is $31,480 from the City 
of Palm Springs for 2017/18 annual lease payment (option property). 
$1,857,929 was paid out in Accounts Payable. Year-to-date Water Sales are 
5% over budget, Year-to-date Total Revenues are 7% over budget and Year-
to-date Total Expenses are 26% under budget. There were 22,455 active 
services as of August 31 compared to 22,443 as of July 31. 
 
  Reporting on the General Fund, Ms. Bloomer stated that 
$409,381 was received in Property Tax Revenue, $309,447 was received in 
Groundwater Assessments from private pumpers, $122,460 was received 
from CVWD for 4th quarter 2016/17 State Water Project charges per 
management agreement; and $62,896 was received in Whitewater Hydro 
sales from SCE for July 2017. $744,848 was paid out in State Water Project 
charges (YTD SWP charges $4,166,761). 
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  Reporting on the Wastewater Fund, Ms. Bloomer stated that 
$11,032 was received in Sewer Capacity fees. $125,569 was paid out in 
Accounts Payable. There was one contract paid in full, with total delinquents 
of 14 (27%). 
 
17924.  President Cioffi called upon General Manager Krause to 
present staff’s request for approval and support of ACWA Region 9 
Nominating Committee’s recommendation slate for 2018-19 term. 
 
  Mr. Krause stated that ACWA’s Nominating Committee had 
issued a call for nominations for Region 9 leadership. The Region 9 Chair 
and Vice Chair will serve on ACWA’s Board of Directors for the next two-
year term beginning January 1, 2018. The recommended slate by the 
Committee is included with this report. Also included are individual board 
candidate nominations. Staff requests that the Board either 1) approve the 
recommended slate or 2) indicate individual candidates; and 3) authorize the 
Board President to complete and submit the Agency’s ballot by September 
29. 
 
  There was discussion on the recommended slate and individual 
candidates. 
 
  Director Ewing made a motion to support the recommended 
slate. Director Oygar seconded the motion. After further discussion, the 
motion and second were withdrawn. 
 
  Director Ewing made a motion to support Joseph K. Kuebler 
for Chair and Luis Cetina, Steven Farrell, James Morales, Jr. and Phil 
Rosentrater for Board Members; and authorized President Cioffi to submit 
the ballot by September 29. Director Oygar seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously. 
 
17925.  President Cioffi asked General Manager Krause to report on 
the August water reduction figures. 
 
  Mr. Krause reported that the Agency and its customers 
achieved a 15.5% reduction in potable water production during August 2017 
compared to the same month in 2013. He noted the cumulative savings June 
2016 through current is 20%. He also noted the amount of fresh water outflow 
to the ocean was 604,854 acre feet. 
 
17926.  Director Ewing noted that he will not be able to attend the 
CSDA conference next week in Monterey. 
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17927.   At 8:52 a.m., President Cioffi convened into Closed Session 
for the purpose of Conference with Legal Counsel, (A) Existing Litigation, 
pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1), Agua Caliente Band 
of Cahuilla Indians vs. Coachella Valley Water District, et al; (B) Existing 
Litigation, pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1), ACBCI 
vs. County of Riverside, et al; and (C) Existing Litigation, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1), Mission Springs Water District 
vs. Desert Water Agency. 
 
17928.  At 9:52 a.m., President Cioffi reconvened the meeting into 
open session and announced there was no reportable action. 
   
17929.  In the absence of any further business, President Cioffi 
adjourned the meeting at 9:53 a.m. 
 
 
                                           ____________________________________ 

                                    James Cioffi, President                                  
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kristin Bloomer, Secretary-Treasurer 

Closed Session: 
A. Existing Litigation – 
ACBCI vs. CVWD, et 
al.  
B. Existing Litigation – 
ACBCI vs. Riverside 
County 
C.  Existing Litigation – 
MSWD vs. DWA 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

OCTOBER 3, 2017 
 

  
    
 

 
On Wednesday, October 11, Rite Aid Pharmacy will be at the Agency from 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
to give flu shots to employees and family members enrolled in Anthem PPO or HMO plans.  

 
 

 
On Tuesday, October 17, the Agency will be hosting a LifeStream Blood Drive in the parking lot 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Employees should contact Irene in HR to schedule an 
appointment.  This is open to the public and the public will need to contact LifeStream directly for 
appointment times at (800) 879-4484 or www.lstream.org. Those who donate will receive a free 
dessert from Jack in the Box and a DWA water bottle.   
 

 
 

 
Employee Christmas Dinner – Save the date for Saturday, December 9. This year’s event will be 
held at the Palm Springs Hilton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Staff has confirmed the dates for next year’s Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA) & Hoover Dam tour 
and the State Water Project (SWP) tour. CRA April 24-26, 2018 and SWP September 10-11, 2018. 
Metropolitan Water District is adding Hoover Dam to the CRA tour this year. The Board is requested 
to provide a list of prospective attendees to Sylvia Baca. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Facilities & Safety Update            
 
Public Restroom Project  
On September 26, Assistant General Manager Johnson and Facilities & Safety Officer Gonzalez 
met with the contractor and architect to review architectural drawings for the public restroom 
project.  The plans should be finalized in about a week.  Once they’re finished we begin breaking 
ground and building the restroom. 
 
Employee Safety Training 
On September 28, Dr. Kurt Spurgin, D.C., trained the Agency during our monthly safety 
meeting.  The topic was Back Safety with an emphasis on Prevention of Spinal Injuries. 
 
Carpet Replacement Project 
The Agency’s carpet replacement project is moving into the next phase.  Carpet in the following 
areas will be replaced on the weekend of October 6th: 
 

1. Finance Director’s office 
2. Management hallway from fire doors to west exit 
3. Management Conference Room 
4. General Manager’s Office 
5. Board Conference Room 
6. Facilities & Safety Officer’s Office 
7. Lab Director’s Office 
8. Administrative Assistants Area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STREET NAME QUARTER SECTION NUMBER OF LEAKS

SIMMS RD 4402NW 4

MICHELLE RD 4413NW 3

AVENIDA CABALLEROS 4411NW 3

DESERT PALMS 4413NW 2

COTTONWOOD RD 4411NW 2

LOUELLA RD 4413NE 2

LIVMOR AVE 4413NE 2

CAMINO NORTE (8") 4410NE 1

CAMINO NORTE (6") 4410NW 1

STEVENS RD 4410NW 1

BROADMOOR DR 4529NW 1

CHUCKWALLA RD 4411NW 1

RACQUET CLUB RD 4402NW 1

SARAH ST 4517SW 1

VIA ALTAMIRA 4411SE 1

CANYON RD 4410SE 1

ROSE AVE 4410SW 1

S. PALM CANYON DR. (10") 4423SW 1

MOUNTAIN VIEW AVE 4519NW 1

CLARK RD 4401SW 1

RAMON RD 4424NE 1

WYMAN DR 4402NW 1

TERRY LN 4413NW 1

RAMON RD 4519NE 1

TOTAL LEAKS IN SYSTEM: 35

* Streets highlighted in blue are being replaced as part of the

2016/2017 Replacement Pipeline Project

* Streets highlighted in green are included as part of the

proposed list of streets for the 2017/2018 Replacement

Pipeline Project

SYSTEM LEAK DATA

(PERIOD BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 13, 2017 THRU SEPTEMBER 26, 2017)





 
 
General Manager’s Meetings and Activities: 
 
Meetings: 
 
09/19/17 Bi-Monthly DWA Board Meeting DWA 
09/21/17 SWC Monthly Board Meeting Sacramento 
09/21/17 SFCWA Monthly Board Meeting Sacramento 
09/21/17 Sites Reservoir Committee Monthly Board Meeting Sacramento 
09/22/17 Meeting with Nextera – Electrical Battery Power Storage DWA 
09/25/17 DWA I.S./Staff/Snow Creek Security Weekly Meeting DWA 
09/26/17 DWAEA Health Care Benefits – Open Enrollment Meeting DWA 
09/26/17 DWA Conservation & Public Affairs Committee Meeting DWA 
09/26/17 General Manager’s Quarterly Water Mgmt. Meeting DWA 
09/27/17 BB&K Water Rights Conf. Call 
09/27/17 Kris Polly Lunch Meeting C.P.S. 
09/27/17 Indio GSAs/Tribal SGMA Stakeholders Meeting Coachella 
09/28/17 Valley Mayors/Tribal Chairman Luncheon Indio 
10/02/17 DWA I.S./Staff/Snow Creek Security Weekly Meeting DWA 
10/03/17 Bi-Monthly DWA Board Meeting DWA 
   
   

 
Activities: 
 
1) Sites Reservoir 
2) E-Billing – implementing customer payment history capabilities 
3) Outreach Talking Points – KESQ 
4) Snow Creek Hydro SCE contract extension - ongoing 
5) Whitewater Hydro – Developing new administration and operating procedures 
6) State and Federal Contractors Water Authority and Delta Specific Project Committee     
      (Standing) 
7) MSWD Second Amended Petition– Ongoing 
8) ACBCI Section 14 Facilities & Easements 
9) Lake Oroville Spillway Damage 
10)  Replacement Pipelines 2017-2018 
11)  Lake Oroville NMFS Requirements 
12) DWA/CVWD/MWD Operations Coordination/Article 21/Pool A/Pool B/Yuba Water 
13) DWA/CVWD/MWD Agreements Update 
14) SGMA Alternative Plans and Bridge Documents 
15) SWP 2017 Water Supply 
16)  ACBCI Law Suits 
17)  Lake Perris Dam Remediation 
18)  Section 14 Pipeline Easements 
19)  DOI Regulation 
20)  A.B. 1562 
21)  Repair of Facility Access Roads Damaged in the September 10 Storm 
22)  Whitewater Hydro Operations Coordination with Recharge Basin O&M 
23)  Multi-Agency Rate Study 



 

 

Activities: 
(Cont.) 
 
24)  SGMA Tribal Stakeholder Meetings 
25)  Whitewater Spreading Basins – BLM Permits 
26)  Lake Perris Dam Seepage Recovery Project Participation 
27)  Cal Waterfix Cost Allocation 
28) DWA Surface Water Filtration Feasibility Study 
29) Modification of our CVRWMP Boundary 
30) MSWD Mediation 
31) Review Documents for MSWD Public Records Act Request 
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BOARD/MEMOS/KRAUSE 

   
STAFF REPORT 

TO 
DESERT WATER AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
OCTOBER 3, 2017 

 
 
RE: ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 1772 SUPPORTING CALIFORNIA 

WATERFIX PROJECT 
 
The California WaterFix is a critical component of the California State Water Project.  It 
furthers the completion of the project as it was originally envisioned and approved by the 
voters when they approved the Burns-Porter Act in 1960.  The WaterFix will restore and 
protect our water supply reliability while protecting it against seismic events and climate 
change impacts. 
 
On September 19, the Board of Directors of the Westlands Water District voted 7 to 1 
against their participation in California WaterFix project.  In light of this and other opposing 
actions it is important for the Desert Water Agency and other State Water Contractors to 
show support for the California WaterFix to help the Department of Water Resources and 
the State to complete construction of the State Water Project.   A resolution of support for 
the California WaterFix is attached for your consideration.  
 
Staff recommends that the Board adopt Resolution No. 1772 in support of the California 
WaterFix. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1172 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
DESERT WATER AGENCY 

SUPPORTING THE CALIFORNIA WATERFIX 
 

 

WHEREAS, the California WaterFix is a critical component of the California Water 
Action Plan, the State of California’s blueprint for a “sustainable and resilient future”; and 

WHEREAS, the California WaterFix furthers the concept originally contemplated in the 
California Water Plan, is a unit of the “project” defined in the Central Valley Project Act, and is 
a component of the State Water Resources Development System approved by the voters of 
California in 1960; and 

WHEREAS, the California WaterFix is critical to protecting and restoring Desert Water 
Agency’s water supply reliability by upgrading aging infrastructure in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta, thereby reducing the State Water Project’s vulnerability to seismic events and 
climate change impacts; and 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) proposes to 
construct the California WaterFix, which consists of three new intakes on the east bank of the 
Sacramento River in the northern Sacramento San Joaquin Delta, tunnels connecting these 
intakes to a new, 30-acre intermediate forebay, and two 30-mile long tunnels carrying water from 
this forebay to a new pumping plant connected to an expanded and modified Clifton Court 
Forebay; and 

WHEREAS, on July 21, 2017, DWR certified the environmental assessment for the 
California WaterFix and signed the Notice of Determination approving the project pursuant to 
the California Environmental Quality Act; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of Desert Water 
Agency does hereby declare its support for the California WaterFix and encourages DWR to 
proceed with construction to help ensure a sustainable and resilient future for California and its 
citizens. 

ADOPTED this 3rd day of October 2017. 

_______________________________ 
       James Cioffi, President 
       Board of Directors 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Kristin Bloomer, Secretary-Treasurer 
Board of Directors 
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BOARD/MEMOS/KRAUSE 

   
STAFF REPORT 

TO 
DESERT WATER AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
OCTOBER 3, 2017 

 
 
RE: NWRA GROUNDWATER TASK FORCE MEETING ATTENDANCE 
 
 
On March 4, 2014, DWA Board of Directors approved President Cioffi to be a 
representative on the National Water Resources Association’s newly formed 
Groundwater Task Force. 
 
The purpose of the task force is to help inform the larger associations of the various 
groundwater issues, as well as help NWRA members deal with their respective issues. 
The group was formed with a representative from each state agency. They normally 
meet during each NRWA meeting, and depending upon the urgency of issues, conduct 
conference calls and meet in person. The last meeting President Cioffi attended was 
on April 20, 2017. 
 
The next in person meeting will be held on October 24, 2017 in Dallas, Texas. Staff 
recommends that the Board authorize attendance and expenses for this and all future 
meetings by President Cioffi as in service to the Board. 
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BEST  BEST  &  KRIEGER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 7-A 

September 21, 2017 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: GENERAL MANAGER AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF DESERT WATER AGENCY 

FROM: BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP 

RE: SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
STATE WATER CONTRACTORS, INC. 

The September 21, 2017 meeting of the Board of Directors of the State Water 

Contractors, Inc., was conducted at the Tsakopoulos Library Galleria in downtown Sacramento. 

1. The meeting began with a closed session discussion of litigation affecting 

the Cal WaterFix Delta improvement project.  Although some of that discussion should not be 

disclosed, since it was discussed in closed session, certain items can be mentioned because they 

are matters of public record.  The Department of Water Resources has filed its validation action 

seeking judicial confirmation that DWR has the legal authority to construct Cal WaterFix and to 

issue bonds to finance the construction.  As of the date of the meeting, eight parties had filed 

answers in opposition to DWR’s validation action, while two entities had filed answers in support 

of the validation action.  Metropolitan Water District had filed an answer in support of the 

validation action while one of its member units, the San Diego County Water Authority, had filed 

an answer opposing DWR’s authority to proceed.  Two of the eight responsive pleadings in 

opposition to DWR’s position were actually in the form of demurrers to DWR’s complaint, rather 

than answers to the complaint.  DWR has granted extensions of time to certain other parties, to 

give them additional time to consider filing answers.  All of those are expected to be answers in 

support of DWR’s complaint, rather than answers challenging DWR’s authority to proceed.   

In addition, numerous complaints have been filed by environmental groups 

and others challenging the adequacy of DWR’s environmental assessment of Cal WaterFix.  These 

challenges not only attack the environmental assessment, but also raise public trust issues and 

challenge compliance with the Delta Reform Act. 
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In addition, the State Water Contractors had just learned that the Board of 

Directors of Westlands Water District voted 7 to 1 to decline participation in Cal WaterFix, at least 

as presented.  Westlands Water District is the largest of the CVP Contractors, representing 35% of 

the total CVP supply.  The assumption has been that the State Water Contractors and the CVP 

Contractors would split the costs and the benefits of the Cal WaterFix Project, with the State Water 

Project having a 55% share and the Central Valley Project having a 45% share.  If the Central 

Valley Project were to decline participation in Cal WaterFix, the State Water Contractors would 

have to bear a much larger proportion of the total cost, but would also receive a corresponding 

increase in the additional water supply made available.  To complicate matters further, certain 

SWP agricultural Contractors have indicated that they also may need to decline participation, 

because they cannot afford the cost.  There was lengthy discussion about the capability of the 

participating Contractors to absorb that additional cost.  Needless to say, this issue is producing 

intense discussion of possible solutions to the problem. 

2. Board Action Items. 

In open session, the SWC Board took action on two business items.  First, 

the Board authorized its General Manager to send a letter to the Department of Water Resources 

in support of a proposed agreement between Mojave Water Agency and Dudley Ridge Water 

District to transfer water from MWA to Dudley Ridge.  The proposed transfer would be 12,000 

acre feet of water in 2017, and as much as 30,000 acre feet of additional water in 2018, with no 

water to be returned.  This would be a sale of water, rather than an exchange, at an agreed amount 

that differs per acre foot based on the percentage allocation from DWR next year.  DWR has 

expressed concerns about the arrangement, since it is a sale of water rather than an exchange or a 

sale of Table A Amount.  However, the State Water Contractors support the proposal, recognizing 

the need to loosen up the current restrictive rules that constrain effective water management.  Steve 

Arakawa, on behalf of Metropolitan Water District, expressed support for the proposal as a good 

water management practice, and the SWC Board approved the motion directing the General 

Manager to send a letter of support to DWR. 

The Board also took action approving a proposed “reoperation” of the New 

Melones Reservoir, to make up to 200,000 acre feet of water available for release to the San 
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Joaquin River next year to satisfy water quality requirements in the Delta.  The price of the water 

will be $125 per acre foot.  The SWC Board adopted a motion authorizing a letter of support from 

the SWC General Manager, conditional upon the success of discussions with DWR addressing the 

way that billing to Contractors will be handled.  The Board created a committee to address the 

billing issue with DWR.  

3. Water Supply Report. 

By November 1, 2017, DWR intends to have a temporary repair in place for 

the spillway at Lake Oroville, so that it will be functional in the upcoming year.  However, since 

the repair is only temporary, DWR also plans to keep the water level in Oroville lower then it 

would normally be, thus creating additional flood control space in the reservoir to handle high 

flood flows in the event of another wet winter.  The target elevation at Oroville is 700 feet by 

November 1, which is significantly lower than it normally would be in a year like this.  DWR was 

releasing water from Oroville at the rate of 7,500 gallons per minute, in order to reach that target.  

The releases were expected to be reduced later in the month.  

In the Delta, the “Fall X-2” water quality requirements went into effect as 

of September 1.  This standard is imposed pursuant to a biological opinion, and requires 

maintaining a certain salinity level at a certain location in the Delta.  The effect of this is to limit 

pumping from the Delta, so that outflows will hold back salinity intrusion.  As of the date of the 

meeting, the SWP water stored in the San Luis Reservoir was at 1,060,000 acre feet, the maximum 

allowed for the State Water Project, although the SWP is also allowed to temporarily encroach on 

the CVP share of storage so long as the CVP share of storage space is not being utilized.  Much of 

the SWP water in storage at the San Luis Reservoir is carry over water resulting from unused 

allocations this year.  DWR will be making its initial allocation for the upcoming year on 

December 1.   

4. Meeting with new DWR Director. 

The SWC Board had met with the new DWR Director, Grant Davis, the 

previous afternoon.  The meeting lasted two hours and went very well.  Director Davis 

indicated that he understands the concerns of wholesale agencies, having come from 
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State Water Contractor Priorities 2017 Q4 — 2018 Q2 (Draft 9/20/17)  

Energy 

• Develop and adopt energy strategy. Board review/decision early 2018. 

Infrastructure 

• Aqueduct subsidence. Board review/decision on cost recovery mid-2018. 

• Sisk Dam seismic repair cost share with Feds. Board decision to encourage DWR to negotiate 

85% Federal cost share. 

• Oroville. Board observe as DWR moves into post-emergency. Advocacy for non-SWC funds for 

repair. 

Business Processes 

Contract Amendments:  

• Complete and finalize contract extension amendment Dec 2017. Contractor decision/direction. 

• Financial management and reporting coordination with DWR Fiscal and SWPAO Chief end of 

2017 through 2018. Contractor direction/decision. 

• Water management tools/Objective 1 negotiation preparation 2018. Contractor direction. 

Statement of Charges: 

• Complete and finalize 7th  amendment to tolling agreement Dec 2017. Contractor decision 

• Complete and finalize audit of WSRB Surcharge mid-2018. Contractor direction/decision 

• B132-18 Budget Review, 2018 Statement of Charges Review early 2018. Contractor 

direction/decision. 

Water Supply 

• California Water Fix litigation/planning. Board litigation decisions. All members 

decisions/discussions as needed. 

• Long-term Operations Reconsultation (ROC on LTO). Board policy decisions related to approach 

to consultation. 

• COA. Policy direction on negotiating strategy and/or any potential changes to the current COA. 

• OCAP and Regulatory Compliance. Board support for new program management approach. 

Key 

• Near-term/high priority 

• Medium-term/medium priority 

• Long-term, ongoing 
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DATE  
PACKET 

PAGE  MEDIA SOURCE  ARTICLE 

       

09/02/17  1  THE DESERT SUN  Bill Aimed At Halting Water Project Stalls 
       

09/04/17  2-4  THE DESERT SUN  Bill To Slow Mojave Desert Water Project 
Dies In Senate 

       
09/13/17  5-7  THE DESERT SUN  U.S. And Mexico Set To Sign Landmark 

Colorado River Water-Sharing Deal 
       

09/14/17  8-9  PRESS ENTERPRISE  Water Bill Increases Causing Issues 
       

09/18/17  10-11  THE DESERT SUN  Millions In California Could Be On Hook 
For Gov. Jerry Brown’s Water Plan 

       
09/18/17  12-13  LOS ANGELES TIMES  Funding Feud Looms For Delta Tunnel 

       
09/18/17  14-15  PRESS ENTERPRISE  Agency’s Vote May Doom Delta Tunnels 

       
09/20/17  16-17  LOS ANGELES TIMES  Agency’s Vote May Doom Delta Tunnels 
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DESERT WATER AGENCY 
 

OUTREACH & CONSERVATION 

ACTIVITIES 
 

September 2017 

 
Activities: 

9/6/17  Staff completed a turf buy back inspection. 
   

9/7/17  Ashley Metzger was on a live segment with KESQ on the CV Water Counts Academy. 

   

9/13/17  President Cioffi and Ashley Metzger attended and presented at the PSRAR meeting at 
the Mizell Senior Center. 

   

9/13/17 
 

9/14/17 

 Ashley Metzger was on a live segment with KESQ on efficient overseeding. 
 
Staff attended a luncheon to receive awards from the United Way of the Desert. 

   
9/15/17  Ashley Metzger attended Leadership Coachella Valley. 

   
9/19/17  Mark Krause and Ashley Metzger attended the State of the City address at the City of 

Palm Springs. 
   

9/21/17  Ashley Metzger was on a live segment with KESQ on conservation coupons. 
   

9/22/17  Ashley Metzger was interviewed on the Joey English radio show. 
   

9/22/17 
 
 

 Steve Johnson and Ashley Metzger provided a presentation and tour to a class from 
Kings School. 

9/26/17  The Conservation & Public Affairs Committee convened for a meeting. 
   

9/27/17  Vicki Petek attended an event for the Greater Coachella Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. 

   
9/28/17  Ashley Metzger was on a live segment with KESQ on emergency preparedness. 

   
9/29/17  Ashley Metzger and Vicki Petek provided an information table at Home Depot and 

Lowe’s on conservation programs. 
   

Public Information Releases/eBlasts:     

September 20, 2017 – Nextdoor & website – Desert Water Agency fall tour  
September 27, 2017 – Nextdoor – Water Counts Academy 
 

  
  

 

 



Language Sessions % Sessions

1. en-us 3,785 96.41%

2. en-ca 35 0.89%

3. en-gb 35 0.89%

4. es-419 8 0.20%

5. ko 7 0.18%

6. en 6 0.15%

7. es 4 0.10%

8. fr 4 0.10%

9. fr-fr 4 0.10%

10. ar 3 0.08%
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Sep 1, 2017 - Sep 28, 2017
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