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   MINUTES    2 
OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE 
DESERT WATER AGENCY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

November 1, 2016 
 

DWA Board: James Cioffi, President  ) 
 Joseph K. Stuart, Vice President   )         
 Kristin Bloomer, Secretary-Treasurer ) 
 Patricia G. Oygar, Director ) 
   
Absent: Craig A. Ewing, Director ) 
   
DWA Staff: Mark S. Krause, General Manager ) 
 Steve Johnson, Asst. General Manager ) 
 Martin S. Krieger, Finance Director ) 
 Sylvia Baca, Asst. Secretary of the Board ) 
 Ashley Metzger, Outreach & Conserv. Mgr. ) 
     
Consultant: Michael T. Riddell, Best Best & Krieger ) 
 Bob Reeb, Reeb Government Relations, LLC ) 
 
Public: David Freedman, P.S. Sustainability Comm. ) 
 Ron & Vera MacKay, Sunrise Villas HOA )  
  
    

Attendance 

17635.  President Cioffi opened the meeting at 8:00 a.m. and asked 
everyone to join Secretary-Treasurer Bloomer in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
   
17636.   President Cioffi called for approval of the October 18, 2016 
Regular Board meeting minutes. 
  
  Director Oygar moved for approval. After a second by Vice 
President Stuart, the minutes were approved as written (Secretary-Treasurer 
Bloomer abstained due to her absence, Director Ewing absent). 
   
17637.  President Cioffi called upon General Manager Krause to 
provide an update on Agency operations. 
 
  Mr. Krause reminded everyone of the following: 1) 
November 15 Board meeting has been cancelled; the next regular meeting 
will be on December 6; and 2) DWA offices will be closed on Thursday, 
November 24 and Friday November 25 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
 
Approval of  10/18/16 
Regular Board Mtg. 
Minutes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Manager’s 
Report 
 
 
November 15 Board 
Meeting Cancelled 
DWA Offices Closed – 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
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  Mr. Krause stated with the Board’s approval and in keeping 
with an annual tradition, $35 Christmas gift cards will be purchased for 
employees. 
  
  Concluding his report, Mr. Krause noted several meetings and 
activities he participated in during the past several weeks. 
 
17638.  President Cioffi noted the minutes for the October 26, 2016 
Executive Committee were provided in the Board’s packet. 
     
17639.  President Cioffi opened the meeting for public input. 
 
  There being no one from the public wishing to address the 
Board, President Cioffi closed the public comment period. 
 
17640.  President Cioffi called upon General Manager Krause to 
present staff’s request for Adoption of Resolution No. 1142, Granting 
Retirement Status to Robert Pettersen. 
 
  Mr. Krause announced that Mr. Pettersen is retiring from the 
Agency after 25 years of dedicated service. 
 
  President Cioffi thanked Mr. Pettersen for his hard work over 
the years, he then read aloud Resolution No. 1142 highlighting Mr. 
Pettersen’s years of service to Desert Water Agency. 
 
  Director Oygar moved for adoption of Resolution No. 1142. 
Vice President Stuart seconded the motion, which passed unanimously 
(Director Ewing absent). 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 1142 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

THE DESERT WATER AGENCY GRANTING 
RETIREMENT STATUS TO ROBERT E. PETTERSEN 

  
17641.  President Cioffi asked General Manager Krause to present the 
civil penalty hearings for water use violations.  
 
  Mr. Krause noted there have been more than 380 violations 
issued. Staff has received two hearing requests for today.  
 
  Mr. Krause announced the first appellant is Ken Jones. He 
then presented the information and noted the violations: 1) Irrigating during 
restricted hours, and 2) Runoff. The fine is $50 and the reason for appeal is 
the landscaper did not know the restrictions; Customer will personally 
confirm compliance. 
 
 

General Manager’s 
Report (Cont.) 
Employee Christmas 
Gift Cards 
 
 
General Manager’s 
Meetings & Activities 
 
 
Committee Reports 
Executive 10/26/16 
 
 
Public Input 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items for Action: 
Adoption of Resolution 
No. 1142/Pettersen 
Retirement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution No. 1142 
Adopted 
 
 
 
 
  
Water Use Violations – 
Civil Penalty Hearings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Jones 
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  Director Oygar stated since this is his first violation; she 
would support upholding the violation and waive the penalty. 
 
  Vice President Stuart concurred with Director Oygar. 
 
  Vice President Stuart made a motion to uphold the appeal; 
violation occurred and waive the penalty. After a second by Director Oygar, 
the motion carried unanimously (Director Ewing absent). 
 
  Mr. Krause stated the second appellant is Seventh Day 
Adventist Church. He noted the violations: 1) Irrigating during restricted 
hours, and 2) Runoff. The fine amount is $100 and reason for appeal is 
power outages, surges and vandalism by homeless. 
 
  Patrick Sylvester, representing D. Joyce Engel stated the 
property has continuing problems with the homeless in the area. 
 
  Vice President Stuart noted an issue with the runoff and that 
he is aware of the homeless issue. 
 
  Director Oygar made a motion to uphold the appeal; violation 
occurred and waive the penalty. After a second by Vice President Stuart, 
the motion carried unanimously (Director Ewing absent). 
 
17642.  President Cioffi asked Conservation & Outreach Manager 
Metzger to present staff’s request for authorization to sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding for Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
Planning and Funding in the Colorado River Basin Funding Area. 
 
  Mrs. Metzger stated that the Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) is requiring the initial round of IRWM Proposition 1 funds be 
distributed based on a single application from each funding area. This 
means that the round is noncompetitive; as such, to receive any funding the 
Coachella Valley Regional Water Management Group (CVRWMG) must 
coordinate with the other IRWM groups in our funding area. The initial 
distribution of Prop. 1 funding is focused on outreach and planning in 
disadvantaged communities (DAC). DWA does not have DAC projects that 
qualify for this round, therefore, does not have any financial responsibility 
for costs related to funds received. The MOU does not bind CVRWMG or 
DWA to any future funding split agreements for the remainder of Prop. 1. 
Staff requests authorization for the General Manager to sign a MOU as a 
member of the CVRWMG to enter into an agreement with the Imperial 
Valley Water Management Group and the Mojave Water Management 
Group for the purposes of an agreed funding split for the DAC involvement 
solicitation round of Prop. 1. 
 
 
 

Action Items: 
(Cont.) 
Water Use Violations 
 
 
 
 
Uphold 
Appeal/Violation 
Occurred/Waive 
Penalty 
 
 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uphold 
Appeal/Violation 
Occurred/Waive 
Penalty 
 
 
MOU/IRWMP & 
Funding in Colorado 
River Basin Funding 
Area Proposition 1 
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  Director Oygar made a motion to approve staff’s request. 
After a second by Secretary-Treasurer Bloomer, the motion carried 
unanimously (Director Ewing absent). 
 
 
17643.  President Cioffi asked Conservation & Outreach Manager 
Metzger to present staff’s request for approval of contract amendments with 
RMC Water and Environment (RMC) for CVRMWG (Prop. 1 DAC 
Involvement Round and Planning Grant for IRWMP Update). 
 
  Mrs. Metzger stated two contract amendments with RMC are 
being presented today. The first is for coordinating monthly CVRWMG 
meetings, Planning Partners meetings, project solicitation and project 
selection for the DAC Involvement Round Funding. The proposal amount 
for ongoing coordination through June 2017 is $118,660; DWA is 
responsible for paying one sixth, $19,776.67. The second amendment is for 
RMC to develop an application for a DWR planning grant to update the 
CVIRWMP. The proposal amount is $38,568; DWA is responsible for 
paying one sixth, $6,428. 
 
  Concluding her report, Mrs. Metzger noted that both contract 
amendment amounts are included in the budget. Staff requests approval of 
the above mentioned contract amendments with RMC. 
 
  Director Oygar moved for approval of staff’s request. Vice 
President Stuart seconded the motion, which carried unanimously (Director 
Ewing absent). 
 
17644.  President Cioffi asked Agency Counsel Riddell to provide a 
report on the October 20, 2016 Board of Directors of the State Water 
Contractors, Inc. meeting. 
 
  Mr. Riddell provided a report on the following items: 1) 
Board Action Items, 2) DWR Management Report, 3) State Water Project 
Operations Report, 4) Legislative Report, 5) General Manager’s Report, 6) 
SWC Committee Structure; and 7) Report on Infrastructure Objectives. 
 
17645.  President Cioffi asked Mr. Reeb, Legislative Lobbyist to 
present his 2016 Annual Legislative Report. 
 
  Mr. Reeb discussed the following items: (1) The upcoming 
election; (2) State budget; (3) Cap and Trade program spending plan; (4) 
Drought response; (5) Water transfer legislation; (6) California WaterFix; 
and (7) DWA’s advocacy efforts. 
 
  President Cioffi thanked Mr. Reeb for all his hard work and 
effort this past year. He noted that he along with Mr. Reeb and Mr. Krause 
will be meeting with Assemblyman Garcia later today. 

Action Items: 
(Cont.) 
MOU/IRWMP & 
Funding in Colorado 
River Basin Funding 
Area Proposition 1 
 
Contract 
Amendments/RMC  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items for Discussion: 
10/20/16 SWC Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 Legislative Report 
– Reeb Government 
Relations, LLC 
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17646.  President Cioffi noted that Board packets included Outreach 
& Conservation reports for October 2016. 
 
  Mrs. Metzger stated that last Friday she was interviewed by 
KESQ news. 
 
17647.  Vice President Stuart noted his attendance at the Tram Road 
Challenge where he volunteered distributing water bottles. 
 
17648.  At 9:22 a.m., President Cioffi convened into Closed Session 
for the purpose of Conference with Legal Counsel, (A) Existing Litigation, 
pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1), Agua Caliente Band 
of Cahuilla Indians vs. Coachella Valley Water District, et al; (B) Existing 
Litigation, pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1), ACBCI 
vs. County of Riverside, et al; (C) Existing  Litigation, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1), Desert Water Agency vs. U.S. 
Department of Interior; (D) Existing Litigation, pursuant to Government 
Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1), Mission Springs Water District vs. Desert 
Water Agency; and (E) Real Property Negotiators, pursuant to Government 
Code Section 54956.8, Property-APN 502-560-038, Agency Negotiators: 
Mark S. Krause, General Manager and Steve L. Johnson, Assistant General 
Manager, Negotiating Parties: Chris Thomsen, New Mesquite HOA, Under 
Negotiation: Price and terms of possible acquisition.  
 
17649.  At 10:19 a.m., President Cioffi reconvened the meeting into 
open session and announced there was no reportable action. 
 
17650.  In the absence of any further business, President Cioffi 
adjourned the meeting at 10:20 a.m. 
  
  

                                         ____________________________________ 
                                         James Cioffi, President                                  

 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Kristin Bloomer, Secretary-Treasurer 

Discussion Items: 
(Cont.) 
 
Outreach & 
Conservation – 
October 2016 
 
Directors 
Comments/Requests 
Vice President 
Stuart/Tram Road 
Challenge Volunteer 
 
Closed Session: 
A. Existing Litigation – 
ACBCI vs. CVWD, et 
al. B. Existing 
Litigation – ACBCI vs. 
Riverside County 
C. Existing Litigation – 
DWA vs. U.S. Dept. of 
Interior 
D. Existing Litigation – 
MSWD vs. DWA 
E. Real Property 
Negotiators  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reconvene – No 
Reportable Action 
 
 
Adjournment 
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BOARD/STAFF REPORTS/KRAUSE 

 
 

STAFF REPORT  
TO 

DESERT WATER AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
DECEMBER 6, 2016 

 
 
 
RE: REQUEST BOARD ACTION WITH REGARD TO CLAIM FOR 

DAMAGES FILED BY RUSSELL LANE 
  

Attached for the Board’s review is a claim form submitted to the Agency by Mr. 
Russell Lane. Mr. Lane claims the Agency is responsible for injury to his knees, 
lower back and shoulders due to a loose man hole cover at 1580 Cabildo Circle 
on July 5, 2016. 
 
On November 28, General Manager Krause and Construction Superintendent 
Robinson viewed the location and determined this is not the property of DWA. 
Therefore, staff requests that the Board reject the claim for damages filed by 
Russell Lane. 
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