
 
DESERT WATER AGENCY     BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
NOVEMBER 3, 2015                                                               REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
                                                          

REGULAR MEETING   8:00 A.M.   OPERATIONS CENTER - 1200 GENE AUTRY TRAIL SOUTH – PALM SPRINGS – CALIFORNIA 
About Desert Water Agency: 
Desert Water Agency operates independently of any other local government.  Its autonomous elected board members are directly accountable to the people they serve. The Agency is one of the desert’s 
two State Water Contractors and provides water and resource management, including recycling, for a 325-square-mile area of Western Riverside County, encompassing parts of Cathedral City, Desert 
Hot Springs, outlying Riverside County and Palm Springs. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
2. EMPLOYEE INTRODUCTION LUKER 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 20, 2015 EWING                                                                

                                 
4. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT  LUKER 

 
5. COMMITTEE REPORTS – A. Executive – October 27, 2015        EWING  
 
6. PUBLIC INPUT 

Members of the public may comment on any item not listed on the agenda, but within the jurisdiction of the Agency.  In addition, members of 
the public may speak on any item listed on the agenda as that item comes up for consideration.  Speakers are requested to keep their 
comments to no more than three (3) minutes.  As provided in the Brown Act, the Board is prohibited from acting on items not listed on the 
agenda. 
 

7. ITEMS FOR ACTION - None 
 

8. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
A. Annual Reporting of Back-Up Facility and Capacity Charges KRIEGER 
B. State Water Contractors Meeting of October 15, 2015 RIDDELL 
C. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act PowerPoint Presentation KRAUSE 

   
9. PUBLIC INFORMATION  
 A. Media Information 
 B. PI Activities 

 
10. DIRECTORS COMMENTS AND REQUESTS 

 
11. CLOSED SESSION 
 A.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
  Name of Case: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians vs. Coachella Valley Water District, et al 
 
 B. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (1) 
  Name of Case: Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians vs. County of Riverside, et al 
 
 C. PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 (b) (1) 
  Title: General Manager 
   
12. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION – REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 

 
13. ADJOURN 
 

 

Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Any person with a disability who requires a 
modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting is asked to contact Desert Water Agency’s Executive Secretary, at (760) 323-4971, at least 48 working hours prior to the meeting to enable the Agency to make 
reasonable arrangements.  Copies of records provided to Board members which relate to any agenda item to be discussed in open session may be obtained from the Agency at the address indicated on the agenda. 
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Desert Water Agency 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

November 3, 2015 
 
 
The following employee is scheduled to attend and be introduced to the 
Board of Directors at the November 3, 2015 Board Meeting: 

 
Name 

 

 
Date Employed 

 
Classification/Department 

 
Courtney Estrada 

 

 
April 20, 2015 Account Clerk/ 

Telephone Operator 
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           3 
MINUTES 

OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 

DESERT WATER AGENCY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
October 20, 2015 

 
DWA Board: Craig A. Ewing, President ) 
 James Cioffi, Vice President   )         
 Joseph K. Stuart, Secretary-Treasurer ) 
 Patricia G. Oygar, Director ) 
 Richard Oberhaus, Director ) 
 
DWA Staff: David K. Luker, General Manager ) 
 Mark S. Krause, Asst. General Manager ) 
 Martin S. Krieger, Finance Director ) 
 Sylvia Baca, Asst. Secretary to the Board ) 
 Steve Johnson, Operations Engineer ) 
 Ashley Hudgens, Public Information Officer ) 
   
Consultant: Michael T. Riddell, Best Best & Krieger ) 
 
Public: David Freedman, PS Sustainability Comm. ) 
       

Attendance 

17281.  President Ewing opened the meeting at 8:00 a.m. and asked 
everyone to join Director Oygar in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
17282.  President Ewing called for approval of the October 6, 2015 
Regular Board meeting minutes. 
 
  Vice President Cioffi moved for approval. After a second by 
Director Oygar, the minutes were approved as written.  
 
17283.  President Ewing called upon General Manager Luker to 
provide an update on Agency operations. 
 
  Mr. Luker reported on October 5 at 7:30 p.m., stand-by 
responded to a hit fire hydrant at 2465 E. Palm Canyon Dr. Staff was able 
to reinstall the hydrant and put it back in service. A police report was made. 
The water ran for approximately 25 minutes.  
 
  Mr. Luker then reported on October 7 at approximately 11:30 
a.m., staff responded to a hit air vac by a contractor working at the Fashion 
Plaza (Palm Canyon Drive, south of Andreas Rd.). Staff made the necessary 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
 
Approval of the 
10/06/15 Regular Mtg. 
Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Manager’s 
Report 
 
 
Hit Fire Hydrant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hit Air Vac 
 
 
 
 



8589 

Desert Water Agency Regular Board Meeting Minutes 10/20/15 

 
repairs, put the air vac back in service and filled out a damage report. The 
water ran from a fully open 2-inch riser for about 20 minutes. 
 
  Mr. Luker reported on October 10 at approximately 7:30 p.m., 
stand-by responded to a hit fire hydrant on Perez Rd., east of Palm Canyon 
Dr. Staff replaced and put the hydrant back in service. The water loss was 
from a 6-inch fully open riser, which ran for approximately 30 minutes. A 
police report was made. 
 
  Mr. Luker stated on October 12 at approximately 5:00 a.m., 
the Construction Superintendent received a call from our Information 
Systems department about a stolen hydrant (east corner of Indian Springs 
Rd. and Rio Blanco). Palm Springs Police was dispatched and arrested 2 
suspects in possession of stolen brass hydrant materials. The police returned 
eight 2 1/2 inch brass caps, five 4-inch brass caps, and two brass 
commercial hydrants. After leaving this location, the Construction 
Superintendent found the second hydrant location on Sarah Street, where 
there was one complete hydrant missing and one half missing. All three 
hydrants were replaced and put back in service. The valves were off in the 
street and there was no water loss. There were 2 police reports made, one 
with Palm Springs Police and the other with Cathedral City Police. 
    
  Concluding his report, Mr. Luker stated that the report on the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) would be presented by 
Assistant General Manager Krause. 
   
  Assistant General Manager Krause explained that the Indio 
Sub-basin (Whitewater River Sub-basin) and the Mission Creek Sub-basin 
have both been classified by the Department of Water Resources as medium 
priority groundwater basins. Because they are medium priority basins, they 
are required to be managed by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency(s) 
(GSA’s), or Local Agency’s having the powers to comply with SGMA. 
DWA is the only Agency overlying the Sub-basins that already has the 
power to comply with SGMA in its formation language. 
 
  Continuing his report, Assistant General Manager Krause 
stated DWA has the option to remain a Local Agency with the powers to 
comply with SGMA or become a GSA in which case we would retain our 
original powers regarding groundwater management but also have the 
authorities granted to GSA’s. In either case, DWA must file a notice of 
intent. If it is decided to become a GSA, DWA will need to adopt a 
resolution and hold a public hearing forming a new agency, create a GIS 
map of our boundaries, if necessary, adopt new bylaws and ordinances (not 
necessary) and provide a list of interested parties and an explanation of how 
their interests will be considered. Staff is evaluating the alternatives and 
will have a recommendation soon. 
 
 

General Manager’s 
Report (Cont.) 
 
 
 
Hit Fire Hydrant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stolen Fire Hydrants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainable 
Groundwater 
Management Act 
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  There was discussion on the public hearing date; it was 
tentatively set for November 17. 
 
  Agency Counsel Riddell noted that Board action is not 
required to set a Public Hearing; it can be left to the Executive Committee. 
 
17284.  President Ewing noted the minutes for the October 13, 2015 
Executive Committee were provided in the Board’s packet. 
 
17285.   President Ewing called upon Secretary-Treasurer Stuart to 
provide an overview of the financial activities for September 2015. 
 
  Secretary-Treasurer Stuart reported $2,042,758 was received 
in Water Sales Revenues. $210,423 was received in Reclamation Sales 
Revenues and $324,700 received in Advanced Work Order Deposits 
($205,760 Dixieline Builders, $110,000 Sienna Oaks Partners, and $8,940 
Wessman-Desert Fashion Plaza). Included in the Miscellaneous receipts, 
$12,556 from SCE (Solar Field II August 2015) and $31,840 from Tahquitz 
Creek Golf Course (Lease payment). $2,615,279 was paid out in Accounts 
Payable. Year-to-date Water Sales are 9% over budget, Year-to-date 
Reclamation Sales are 2% under budget, Year-to-date Total Revenues are 
9% over budget, and Year-to-date Total Expenses are 16% under budget. 
There were 22,142 active services as of September 30, 2015 compared to 
22,167 on August 31, 2015. 
   
  Reporting on the General Fund, Secretary-Treasurer Stuart 
stated that $500,413 was received in Property Tax Revenues and $10,116 in 
Groundwater Assessments from private pumpers. $2,224,965 was paid out 
in State Water Project charges. $10,247 was paid out for LAFCO 2015/16 
membership dues. 
 
  Regarding the Wastewater Fund, Secretary-Treasurer Stuart 
reported that $13,827 was received in Sewer Capacity charges ($5,360 from 
Cathedral City Cove and $8,467 in sewer contract payments). There are a 
total of 80 contracts with a 34% delinquency rate. $97,402 was paid out in 
Accounts Payable. 
 
17286.  President Ewing opened the meeting for public input. 
 
  There being no one from the public wishing to address the 
Board, President Ewing closed the public comment period.  
 
17287.  President Ewing called upon Operations Engineer Johnson to 
present his Agency Pipeline presentation. 
 
  Operations Engineer Johnson provided a PowerPoint showing 
the history of the Agency’s pipeline dating back to 1925. Included in his 
presentation were: 1) Statistics of the type of pipes, 2) Miles of pipes,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Reports 
Executive 10/13/15 
 
 
Secretary-Treasurer’s 
Report (September) 
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General Fund 
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Agency Pipeline 
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3) Leaks, 4) Water loss, 5) Agency labor hours to repair leaks, 6) Projected 
replacement pipeline costs, and 7) Projected labor costs. 
 
  The Board commended Mr. Johnson on his presentation. 
 
  President Ewing requested a similar presentation on financing 
options and a time schedule for a future meeting. 
 
17288.  President Ewing called upon General Manager Luker to report 
on the September Water Production Comparison. 
 
  Mr. Luker reported that the Agency and its customers 
achieved a 24 percent reduction during September 2015 compared to 
September 2013. He noted it was an average of 2.4 degrees warmer than 
September 2013, one of many factors that the State Water Board does not 
take into consideration. 
 
17289.  President Ewing  called upon General Manager Luker to 
report on the Review of Ordinance No. 63, “Establishing a Water 
Conservation Plan and Restricting the Use of Water During Threatened or 
Existing Water Shortage Conditions”. 
 
  Mr. Luker stated at the October 6 Board meeting, Director 
Oberhaus requested further review of Ordinance No. 63. He noted that 
during the October 13 Executive Committee meeting, Ordinance No. 63 
and Resolution No. 1108 were reviewed. It was requested that the 
Ordinance be further reviewed by the full Board. 
 
  Director Oberhaus stated that his concern was whether the 
language in Resolution No. 1108 differs from Ordinance No. 63 regarding 
exceptions and the General Manager’s authority. 
 
  Agency Counsel Riddell stated that Ordinance No. 63 gives 
the General Manager authority, and supersedes Resolution No. 1108. 
 
  The Board concurred there is no need for revisions to 
Ordinance No. 63. 
   
17290.  Director Oberhaus noted that the Board received 
correspondence from Malcolm R. MacLeod seeking an appeal on his 
application filed on September 1 for the Turf Buy Back (TBB) Program 
regarding the “visibility” criteria. 
 
  There was discussion on the appeal policy and process. 
 
  Mr. Luker stated there is no appeal policy for the TBB 
program; this is the first appeal the Agency has received. 
 

Discussion Items: 
(Cont.) 
Agency Pipeline 
Presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2015 Water 
Production Comparison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review of Ordinance 
No. 63 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directors’ 
Comments/Requests 
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  Director Oygar stated she thought there was previous 
discussion and that the appeal process was to be referred to the 
Conservation & Public Affairs Committee. She also noted that visibility 
from the curb was a requirement for the rebate program. 
 
  President Ewing referred this back to staff and requested that 
they initiate an appeals process and inform Mr. MacLeod of that process. 
He stated there is no preference whether it goes to the full Board or the 
Conservation & Public Affairs Committee. 
 
  Secretary-Treasurer Stuart and President Ewing noted their 
recollection of curb visibility as a program requirement. 
 
  Public Information Officer Hudgens responded that 
residential customer applications are processed on a first come, first serve 
basis, as long as they are eligible for the program.  
 
17291.  Agency Counsel Riddell stated that Closed Session 
discussions would not be needed due to there being no current updates. 
 
17292.  In the absence of any further business, President Ewing 
adjourned the meeting at 9:27 a.m. 
    

                                         ____________________________________ 
                                         Craig A. Ewing, President                                 

 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Joseph K. Stuart, Secretary-Treasurer 

Directors’ 
Comments/Requests 
(Cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closed Session: 
Not Held 
A. Existing Litigation – 
ACBCI vs. CVWD, et al 
B. Existing Litigation – 
ACBCI vs. Riverside 
County 
 
Adjournment 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

NOVEMBER 3, 2015 
 
 

 

On October 19 at 9:40 a.m. staff responded to a hit 8-inch AC water main on Crestview Dr., west 
of Mesa Dr. Alms Underground Construction was installing a sewer lateral when they hit the water 
main with the backhoe causing a 3-inch hole. Staff was able to install a full circle clamp and put 
the water main back in service. The water ran for approximately twenty minutes out of a 3-inch 
hole. A damage report was filled out. 
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On October 23 at approximately 12:07 p.m. staff responded to a hit hydrant on South Palm 
Canyon Drive and Canyon Vista Drive. The hydrant was damaged and had to be replaced. A 
police report was made. It was reported as a hit and run but we were notified on October 26 that 
Palm Springs Police caught the person that hit the hydrant. The water ran for approximately 30 
minutes. 
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On October 26 at approximately 9:30 p.m. stand-by responded to a hit fire hydrant and a one-inch 
backflow on Camino Parocela, east of Paseo Dorotea. The property management authorized staff 
to make the necessary repairs; the backflow is now back in service. The water was spraying from 
the connection of the push on adapter and the ductile iron pipe, for about thirty minutes. A police 
report was made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Palm Springs Art Museum (UPDATE) – On October 21, the Palm Springs Art Museum filed a 
claim for damages regarding the fire service blow out that occurred on September 22. A 
settlement and release was issued for $19,212.24. 
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On October 28, DWA staff visited the Eagle Canyon Dam and Debris Basin. The project is located 
south of the intersection of East Palm Canyon Drive and Perez Road.  The dam construction is 
essentially complete with only a short segment of the outlet structure piping remaining to be 
completed.  The Dam was constructed by the Riverside County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District and cost approximately $10,500,000.  This project was designed to protect 
the surrounding community from a 100-year flood event.  The outlet structure required the 
relocation of a 24” transmission main in East Palm Canyon Drive (HWY 111), an 8” sewer main in 
Perez Road and several other appurtenance and pipeline crossings in Perez Road.  This 
relocation work is complete with the exception of the 24” transmission main, which is being tested 
for bacteriological purposes before being put into service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spillway 

Eagle Canyon Dam – 
Mid December 2014 
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Eagle Canyon Dam 
(cont.) 
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Minutes 

Executive Committee Meeting 
October 27, 2015 

 
 

Directors Present: Craig Ewing, Jim Cioffi      
Staff Present: Dave Luker, Mark Krause, Martin Krieger  
    
 
1. Discussion Items 

 

A. Review Agenda for November 3, 2015 Regular Board Meeting 
The proposed agenda for the November 3, 2015 Regular Board meeting 
was reviewed. 
 

    

 2. Other  
   
  A. Turf Buy Back Notifications 
   Staff informed the Committee of the need to notify non-selected applicants 

of the Turf Buy Back program. 
 
  
   
            
 3. Adjourn 
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BEST  BEST  &  KRIEGER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

October 15, 2015 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: GENERAL MANAGER AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF DESERT WATER AGENCY 

FROM: BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP 

RE: OCTOBER 15, 2015 MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
STATE WATER CONTRACTORS 

The October 15, 2015 meeting of the Board of Directors of the State Water 

Contractors was conducted at the Tsakopoulos Library Galleria in downtown Sacramento. 

1. Water Supply Management Study. 

As its sole action item, the Board of Directors authorized a contract with 

Kennedy-Jenks Engineering in the amount of $6,000 to prepare a report on water supply 

management and self-reliance by Contractors, to be attached to a comment letter from the State 

Water Contractors on the recirculated environmental document for the Bay Delta Conservation 

Plan.  The effort will include the gathering of information, most of which is already compiled, to 

get it into the administrative record for the environmental document.  The information may also 

be useful in obtaining a consistency determination under the Endangered Species Act. 

2. Energy Report. 

Gas prices continue to be low, and the cost of spot gas is currently down from 

what it was in August.  The market is well supplied, and gas is currently selling at a discount.  

The price of gas is expected to remain low until 2030.  However, net energy costs to operate the 

State Water Project are somewhat higher due to a lack of hydropower generation to offset the 

cost of gas purchases. 

3. Water Operations Report. 

As of the date of the meeting, storage in Lake Oroville was slightly more than 1 

million acre-feet.  Releases from Oroville to the Feather River were at 1,200 cubic feet per 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

second, mostly to satisfy flow requirements in the Delta.  Pumping from the Delta was at a 

combined rate of 1,900 cubic feet per second, with the State Contractors pumping at 300 cfs and 

the Federal Contractors pumping at 1,600 cfs.  In the San Joaquin system, flows to the river will 

be augmented by releases from the New Melones Reservoir.  As of the date of the meeting, the 

Central Valley Project continued to owe 70,000 acre-feet of water to the State Water Project.  

None of that water had been paid back as of the date of the meeting, but it was expected to be 

paid back by the end of December.  A weather system was expected to move into California that 

would likely benefit the Southern Sierra, but no rain was forecast for north of Sacramento.  

Therefore, the weather system was not expected to improve conditions for the State Water 

Project. 

4. South Delta Barrier Removal. 

The State Water Contractors have sent a letter to the Central Valley Project 

Contractors regarding the sharing of costs for the removal of barriers in the South Delta.  The 

letter pointed out the benefits to the Federal Contractors in terms of transfer water for the benefit 

of the CVP.  The Department of Water Resources has raised the same issue with the CVP in 

discussions of the Coordinated Operations Agreement, which needs to be renegotiated.  Another 

potential forum for raising the issue will be in the Cal Water Fix discussions. 

5. Bay Delta Conservation Plan – Cal Water Fix. 

The comment period on the recirculated environmental document for the BDCP 

will expire on October 30, 2015.  The State Water Contractors are preparing a lengthy comment 

letter to help shore up the document.  A draft biological assessment is also being prepared.   

With respect to the Design and Construction Enterprise, the formation documents 

are near final.  Final review is expected within a month, and the documents will then be provided 

for public review and comment.  Documents have not yet been distributed for public review. 
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6. Infrastructure Objectives Update. 

A power point presentation was provided on the status of progress in addressing 

infrastructure objectives identified for the current year.  A copy of the presentation is attached to 

this memo.   

Notable items included a discussion of aqueduct subsidence affecting SWP 

delivery capability.  DWR is performing a study of the impact of subsidence on the aqueduct.  A 

flow test needs to be performed, to assess reduced flow capability.  Currently there is not enough 

water in the Project to conduct a flow test.  In certain locations, the aqueduct has dropped as 

much as six feet, which greatly reduces the capacity of the aqueduct in those locations.  The 

problem is exacerbated by the likelihood of silt deposits in those lower portions of the aqueduct.  

This is a significant problem that greatly reduces the ability to move water through those 

portions of the aqueduct.  In the event that DWR wanted to move a lot of water in a short period 

of time, there would be no interim accommodations that could be made.  The only solution 

would be to run water at a lower rate of delivery for a longer period of time. 

Another item of note was a report that the repair work at Perris Dam is not going 

well.  Thirty percent of the time has been expended, with only 18% of the task actually 

performed.  There are significant delays due to unexpected conditions, which will likely lead to 

large change order requests from the contractor performing the work. 

MICHAEL T. RIDDELL 



Ending At Midnight - October 29, 2015

Graph Updated 10/30/2015 07:45 AM

LEGEND

Capacity
(TAF)

% of Capacity |% of Historical
Average

Historical

Average

Trinity Lake
21% | 32%

Shasta Reservoir
31% | 53%

Lake Oroville
29% | 48%

Folsom Lake
15% | 30%

New Melones
11% | 20%

Don Pedro Reservoir
32% | 49%

Exchequer Reservoir
7% | 16%

San Luis Reservoir
17% | 33%

Millerton Lake
34% | 89%

Perris Lake
36% | 46%

Castaic Lake
32% | 42%

Pine Flat Reservoir
12% | 34%
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